Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Dept. 
Robertson Family 


VL 


po NO ROBERTSON 
Rev. William b. 1625 Sceatland., s/o John Robertson 
m. Miss Pitcairn 
l 
1. Johri 2. Thomas 3. William 4. Nicholen 5. Nathaniel 


6. Joan 7. Rey. Gearge 8. Jeffery b. 1654 . 


i me ee ne ne nm rc re ne ce ee ee a ee ee ee ee Ey SE Sm ye OY HS Pn ee A DS tS Sn Sim 


Jeffery, immigrant, s/o Rey. Wn. Robertson, d.1734 Henrico/VA 
m. Elizabeth, d/o John & Eliz. tElam> Bowman 


1 
1. William 2. Richard 3. John CEliz.,d/o John & 
Eliz. (Bolling) 
4. Thomas 1S. Jeffery I] b. 1709 Elam of VAD 


(ee ee cee we nem AOS EE A Le i i et es nS HN Yh A A SR A EE AD Ae tm wl is 


Jeffery Robertson II, b. 1709 VA; d. 1784 Chesterfield/VA 


m. Judith Tanner-Mills 
1 
l.Jeffery III b.1737 2. Tyrea 3. Nicholas 


4. Matthew 5. David 6. Mills 


Elizabeth (Bass) @. Sarah (Slate) 


er es ce ee me es aa oem ee me ee a ee I Pw A a ee eS A ee sme SE a et cH Se ft SD STS 


Jeoffery Robertson II] b. 17397, d. 182? Buckingham/VA 
m. Sarah, d/o George Norvell 
1 
1. Rheca b. 1760 2. Norvell b. 1765 3. 
m. Gregory Gannaway m. Sarah Powel] 


ee ce ae ee Re es ee ee et eA et Ne ee A MSD Ct SD 


Jeff. IV b. 1770 


Norvell E. Robertson b. 1765, d. 1855 Covingten/MS 

m. Rocky Comfort, GA to Sarah Powell 

1 
l.Jeffery Vb. 1792 2. Matthew b. 1794 
m. Martha Rowe m. Mrs. Harralson 


3.Norvell E. b. 1796 
m. Nancy J. Cannon 


6. 
Me 


Martha b. 1801 
Daniel McPhersean 


4. Rhoda b. 1796 5. Sarah b. 1799 
m. James Easterling m. Cader Mitchell 


7. Asaph P. b. 1603 8. Nancy b. 1805 
m.Sarahi J. Granberry m. John D. Leigh 


9. Mary Hill b. 1810 
m.Hm. Patrick Carter 


10. George Franklin b. 18612 (Norvell was a Baptist Preacher 
m. Louisa Ann Graham whe left a diary of his travels. > 
Ref: Robertson Family manuscript 

by: William Yernon Robertson of Pass Christian, MS 

Located in the Gen. section of the Pascagoula City Library 


Ref: Roots & Shoots by Avis Williams Dewitt 1984 


Jeffery Robertson V b. 1792 Harren Co., GA 
m. Martha, d/o Joshua & Sarah Roe/Rowe 
1 
1. Emily b. 1811 GA 2, Lycia Ann b.16813 3. Alice b. 1814 GA 
m. Riley Whitehead m. Wm. Whitehead 
m. Henry Clark © 

5.Norvill R. 6.1618 6. Matthew b. 1820 

m.Sarah A. Bullech m. Virginia Graham 


4. Sarah Rachel 
“prob. d.n.m.) 


7. Martha b. 1821 


8. George W. b. 1825 3.Margaret b. 1830 MS 
m. Wm. L. Speed ; 


¢d.n.m./d.Civil Hard ; 
{r/o Covingtan 
10. Adoneram Judson 11. Benj. F. b. 1636 Co., MS> 


m.Marg. Dewitt-Speed ¢d.n.m./d.Civil War> 


ee ne Me a te ah tn ee i i RL SOAP fe i a SY SD SY SS, 


NORVELL CNEUVILLE> 
John & Thomas Norvell, Frenchmen to Isle of Wight, WA cal620 


John Norvell 
m. Lydia Perkins 
1 
1. William 


2. Mary 3. Eduard 


4. George b. 1700 Harover Co., VA 


re A se an ee ai ee A ae Ge ay A es te ERE SS CS DH SY SS YS SE 


George Norvell b. 1700 


m. Unknown 
1. George b. 1722 2. John b. 1724 3. William b. 1728 
4. Sarah b. 1730 5. Thomas 
m. Jeffery Robertson III: . 
pee ae eS 


Benjamin Powell of NC 
m. Martha Denby 


1 
1. Sarah b. 1771 2. Nancy b. 1773 a. William b. 1775 
m- Norvel Robertson m. Mr. Sutton i 


4, Theophilus b. 1783 
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Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Dept. 


Ean ( 
Naina of Compiler, estine R. 
Address 


i ee 
City, State Vicks bur AG s 39180 
Date September 17, oa: 3. eee 


4Asa PLeasant Robertson 
(Father of No. 2) 


bp] 7/Sept/1874 
pb. Attala Co., Ms. 
m.24/Dec/1895. 
a, 13/Man/1912 


paRbte cHagmontg Cem. 
aEnnest pugene Robertson 


her of No. 1 
%.21 /Soptenbex/189¢ ‘ 
pbAttala Ca., Ms. 
el /July/1922° 
ae /April/ 1958 
p.pur. Harmonia Cem., 


Alttala Co., Mas. 
ee , 


( 
b.7/July/ 1878 
pb. Attala Co., 
qd. ee, 


p.dB y Aes Ant pal he La 


1Arrie Ennestine Robertson 
pb. 21/June/1926 

py. Yazoo Co., Ms. 
_15/Febrauary/1946 


a Date of Birth 
deb, Place of Birth 
n. Date of Marriage 
4. Date of Deat! 

ped. Place of Beit 


MA. 


DO NOT CIRCULATE 


PASCAGOULA LISRARY 
GENEALOGY COLLECTION 


SOs eee ee 
2 


sJoseph Henry Cochran 
Ae ae No. 3) 


‘pata Pinto Co., Tex. 


29 /June/ 1895 ~ Yazoo 
a3/Feb/l950 
poh 4s, Canter yk 


nine Cochran, 


J 
78 /NovenbeBPToe 
Ms. 


oe Yazoo County, 

d. © 20/Sept/1987 

pa. Bur. Harmonia Cem. 
Attala Co., Ma. 


Utah, publishers of THE GENEALOGICAL HELPER. Send for a free catalogue with 


Form A2. Copyright 1963 by The Everton Publishers. inc., P.O. Box 368. Logan. 
lists and full descriptions of many genealogical aids 


fs 


; : tok 
b5/July/ ] &7 7 tiother: of Nes 3) 
pb, Yazoo Co., Ma. 
426 /Sept/1946 ; 
Bur. Center Ridge C 
Pedy o 200 Co., Ms. q 


Henry PEEL OL 
e g/June/191& 


o#iD0 


person as No, 


*“ALdYy 


11 


fisiMany Jane {M 
adge Cem. 32/Feb/1& 45 


i dgpep papore 


Poussnay.d, Bur. 


Robertson Family 


ucertar Chart 


Otis Person No. 1 on this chart is the same 


on chart No. 


BValentine R 
(Father of No, 4) 


b, §/Manch/1&45 

p.b. Attala Co., MS. 
m.5/May/1866-ca Attaka C 
ad, 22/May/1903 


PARC acd Ob nth, Com 


Mar 


7 


(Mather of No. 4) 


b, 23/Sept./1840 
pb, ca Attala Co., 
. 24/Dec/1906 


ere aamonia Cem. 
wikbuan ALdy 


Ms. 


Chart No 


eALfred Robertson 


ca 1803- Ky J (esther oO Nob, 


Cent. on chart No, 2. ) 


m23/July/183! 


ahter 1880-Burz. 


Atitaka 


Nancy Weaven 
(M fother of No. Bs. 
bea 1&09- Ky. Cont, on chart No. “j 
dag ter 1880-Bunr. Attala 


(Father ot ‘No. bd 
Cont, on vnart No. 


b.ca 1620- Ga. 
d.before 1860-ca Attala Co 


(Mother of ‘No. oe 
Cont. on chart No. 


ca 176017 Rpt 


_[m,. 


W2 on cha ‘ae 


) 


Co 


pore before 1850-ca Butler Co 
pet 1815-1822 *NProbablLy.Rhoda???_.. ALG. 
a Gaon gan e Cate eae 
Mol Dani Real Gener Agee 0. after 1850-ca Baken Co 
nsf Ta li 86 Ga 
Fenneke | 
pdR pp, Spady Grove Cem. fe Gg Rae on 
Sarah Elizabeth Ferneldm. 
(Mother of No. 5) d. 
1 3/Nov/1635 ‘gal wiiwtipeton’ Ley. 
p>. Georgia pc 1815 Ga iat ath 
a 23/Nov/-1912 gagten 1880- ca Attala Co. 


PIR YA. of cl aa Cem. 


GRR LS LANG fiionte 


(Father of No, 6) 
b, Oct/1842 
pb, Holmes Co., Ms. 
1863-ca Attala Co. 


25 


Lae Caay 


(Mother of No, 6) 


pb. Attala Co., Ms. 
da. 3/June/1919 
pdBunr. Seneasna Cem. 


Attala Co., Ms. 


on Johnson 
(Father of No, 7) 


b6/Jufy/1847 29 


p-b. Yazoo Co. 


Ma. 


a. 11/May/1936 


Fégtchpn! 5 Chap 


(Mother of No. 7), 
1812 

pb. Yazoo Co., 
d9 /Man/1935 
Fletcher! 4 Chap.* 


MA, 


Center, Ridge C ay. 


mM. 


b. Ca 


SQrather of ot No. 12, 


‘Cont. on chart No, .. 


22 


Cont. on chart No. 


“(Mother of No. 12, 


ee 


Cochaar 


ene 1850-ca Holmes Ci 


on DONO 
1807- Sc 


q ahter 1850 Ca Holmes C, 


eabhaatite? Egcher of No. 13, ae - 
me m. 24M, GE JUNE o ae 
lg 237 sane a560 Atta Co, 


d, 


27| Margaret ALLL cue 


pAbbYGY 


19/Sept/1871-Attaka Co 


2B ERLE RZ OP Mh OM 


$B ROA EBS Boor ne 


m. &/Jan/ 1840 Pus ae Co, 


4fAprsk/18735-Rusk Co.Tx 
ananda.Braown— 


ther of No. ar) 


b. Mane tel 182 3 ee 5 


d. 


ca 


Ma. 


(Mother of No 15, 


ou orffifaet No. 
18&6-Yazoo Co. 
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5 


i 


6 ) 


m. 14/April/1870-Yazoo Cq.20/Sept/1905-Smith eG. 


Ne 
Sims jm. CGAP GCA} S2 Fone 
1863-Yazoo Co. 
31|_AnnR.Wade 
wa 1812 Ga. 


} 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Dept. 
Robertson Family 


rtucestar Chart 
. Nayne of Compiler_Ernestine R. O44 Person No. 1 on this chart is the same Chart No. 
1910 Sky Fanm Avenue personas No._}0n chart No,_j . 16 ; ep 


0 : (Father of No. 8, 
> . a. Cont. on chart No. 


City, State eo 8 
Date September ] 7, 1987 


Address 


(Father of No. 4) 


Ds 17 ene = 
3 (Mother of No. 8, 
p.b b. Con ba chatt No =... 
4 m. 
(Father of No, 2) a. 
b d, 
z -d 18 ns cee 
p.b, P (Father of No. 9, 


b. Date of Birth Cont. on chart No. 


pebe Place of Birth m, g m, 
re Oa S eee (Mather of No. 4) << d, 
pd. Place of Death p.d ‘ 19 _ ean 
. (Mother of No. 9, 
2Ab a R o b ents on p.b. b. Cont. on chart No. .. 2) 
wae 5 9 1) d. d. 
bl2 of 15 Dee/] p.d se 
p.b. Virginia ! be. = (Father of No. 10, 
m.9/May/1800- Livingston Co. Ky. ne Conteene bart Ne, 
af /Apr/1878- ~~ . (Father of No. 5) d,- 
pa Ttppah Co., MS. _ 21 
ab a ye ioe: of No. 10, 
Dd. . Ont. on chart No, 
5 
(Mother of No. 2) Ms ° 
d . 
b F 22 = 
: p. aS rathePOuNe ais 
p.b. : » ; Guat, on aad Ne. Yate 
a. ? , 11 : . : m, 3 
p.d. (Mother of No, 5) d. 
b. _ 23 _ a 
: p-h. : : Mother of No. il, 
: b. ont, on chart No. uw. 
1. Alfred Robentsaon d. : : . Xie ; 
bp. ca 1803 pd. . here es. . 
pb. Kentucky : _ 24 ae ae 
m, 23/Juky/1831-Handeman Co.. Th. Pe (inc on ese NE 
g€ a, after 1880 Father of No. 6) = 
(Father of '. 
ba pa Bur. somewhere in Attala aa ; ot 
3 8 25 Dens ala d) ae 
Ss p.b. : (Mother of Nu. 12, 
x6 ' b, Cont. un chart No, 
ag 8 st m. . 
oF (Father of No, 3) 4 d 
a 
78 b, 7 
Ze b p.d 26 = . eee eer 
OB 6 P.9. jb. (Father ot No. 3, 
o : A] ont. on chart Oe 
25° mi 13 i 
8 d 3 (Mother of No, 6) la. 
82 3 p.d b. 27 Ae : 
ros pb. ea 
go A Ch as . b, ont. on Cha 5 
232 3Wancy Ann Chisom d. 
a wf (Mother of No. 1): qd. 
Sis p.d, 
oe bea 1783 28 ee ee . 
one p.b. : b. (Fame o Nos ia, 
2 ont. on chart ys ee 
233 es 29/Dec/1833 m. 
ee aes : 
o253 " 
$22 
E<¢ 
&S2 


“(Mother of No. 3) of No. 3) 


(Father of No. 7) : 
Pee Rob ertson m #2 EAs 29 : eh 
Cozb 29/Dec/18&33 ; _ hear ie ae 
d. 


30 anes a A 
am b, (Father of No. 15, 
Cont. on chart No. 
d. : 
p.d. (Mother of No. 7}, d, 
‘RELL b. OL. Se toe ean 

GREY ine of No, ) p.b. b. ae eee ae 
b. aes d. ater 1880 d. Fi 
a ~ Attala Ca wa . 
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Pascagoula Public Library 


Local History & Genealogy Dept. 


Naina of Compiler Erxanestin ALSPerson No. 1 on this chart is the same 


* Address 1910 Sk 


Gig Sone Vicksburg, Mas. 


Date____Sentember 17,1957 — 


(Father of No. 2) 


be Date of Birth 

peb. Place of Birth mm. 

m. Date of Marriage 

d, Date of Death . 
Place of Death 

pe p.d 


2 Machaek Cain 
{ (Father of No. 1) 


b. 

p.b, Sc 

mn. 

hhter 1849 

Pd Abbeville, SC 


p.d. *g 


(Mother of No, 2) 


Robertson Family 


bacester Chart 
person as No._24 0n chart No._}j_. 


39180 


(Father of No. 4) 


(Mother of No. 4) 


b. 
p.b. 
d. 
p.d 
10 ee a Sy 
(Father of No. 5) 
b. 


Chart No.3. 


(Father of No. 6, 


(Mother of No. 5) * 


pb. 


1 Reverend John_ d Cain4. 


b. 21/Jan/18&21 
pb. Abbevikhe Dist. 


p.d. 


South CanoLina 


m, 24" 4 29H Laths: : 184s onions 


da. 23/June/18&&5 


Co., Ms. 


(Mother of No. 1) 


Form A2. Copyright 1963 by The Everton Publishers. inc., P.O. Box 368. Logan 
Utah, publishers of THE GENEALOGICAL HELPER. Send for a free catalogue with 


lists and full descriptions of many genealogical aids. 


(Mother of No, 3) 


p.b. 
d. 
p.d. 


n 


127NOOT TS 27 4 


nh 


Bunded Suggs Cem., Attala 


(Father of No. 3) 


19/Sept/1871 
Abbeville S¢ Attala Co. 


{Father of No. 6) 


(Mother of No. 6) 


(Mother of No. 7) 


(Father ofNo. 7) 


b, 
p.b. 


Pe 


Cont. on chart No. os} 
eae al =, (Mother of No. & 
Com. on cnart Na, 
>. (Father of No, 9, 
Cont. on chart No,. .-- -) 
19 renecre 
(Mother of No. 9, 
b. Cont. on chart No.) 
d, 
20 BigSoud: Thee ee 
b. (Patter of No, 10, 
Cunt. on chact Now. ) 
m. 
qd. - 
21 
(Mother of No, 10, 
b, Cont, on chart No. 1.) 
d. 
‘ 
22 _ 
b. (Father of No. (1, 
Cont, on chart No, uw.) 
m, 
d. 
23 Fee ee See sere eI AEE 
7 Mother of No, I, 
b ont. on chart No, } 
d. 
24 i 
(Father of No. 12, 
Cont, on chart No, -} 
25 . Soh, 7 ae 
(Mother of No, 12, 
b Cont. on chart No, .. — } 
d, 
26. eae _ 
7 (Father ot No, 13, 
b Fath 3 
Bf Cont. on chart No, ) 
(Mother of No 13, 
b Cont. on chart Now -} 
d, 
28 -_ a Pe 
Ib, {Father of No, 4, 
Cont. on chart No. | zy 
m. 
29 ee _ 
(Mather of No. (4, 
b, Cont. on chart No. | a) 
d, 
30 2 
b, (Father of No. 15, 
Cont. on chart No. 2 
m 
31 ea ee ee eT 
(Mother of No. 15, 
b. Cont. on chart No, -} 
d, 
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Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Dept. 
Robertson Family 


; . . reacester Chart 
Nara of Compiler Ernestine R. Otis Person No. 1 on this chart is the same 


* address 1910 Sky Fanm Avenue Personas No. . 
City, State Vicksburg, Ms, 39150 4 


on chart No, 


4 
Chart No, 


(huther ot No. 8, 
Cont, on chart Nu, 


September 17, 1987 (Father of No. 4) 
Date b. : 
: ~ (Mother of No. 6, 
p.b. b. Cont on chart No. a2 9 
m. 
(Father of No. 2) d, d 
: p.d 18 eae 
p.b. Father ot No. 9, 
bh. Date of Birth ae on Baa or ae a) 
pb. Place of Birth m™m, 9 m. 
3. 2 Heantes wareiage d {Mother of No. 4) id. 
ped, Place of Deach p.d é 19 
. (Mother of No. 9, 
2 Jos @ h Wy . Co nn p.b. b, Cont. on chart Now... } 
1770-1760 (Father of No 1) d. d. 
cca Abboud ee 
p.b, Ca evilke, SC a eo” (Father of No. 10, 
m. Cont. on chart No. aT 
jaca 1844-45 10 or 7 - (Father of No, 5) 
q Attala Co., Ms. : 


of Suggs Cem., Attala Co By _ 
5 ’ 
. . d. 


(Mother of No. 2) 


“(Mother of No. 10, 


Cont, on chartNo, - 2) 


on) 


b, “22 a ate 7 
: p.b. > tb, (Father of No. lt, 
: F a Cont, on chart No. 
p.d. : ‘4 (Mother of No, $) .- d. 
b. : : 23 ak Oo ta teen oe 
p.h. nena ope eer 
. : b. om. on Chart No. } 
1 Manganet ALfis Conn _- d. ; . 
yp. 12/Novwmber/1&27 p.d. Hf. hocee 
pp. Abbeville Dist., SC 24 Pe ee eee aes 
Jan une 1&4 . Ib, (Father of Ne. 12, 
oe m. ca Avkat 4 by! a fs 7 we nis Cont. on chartNo.  — -) 
ee da. 1 9/Sept/i &71 : . (Father of No, 6) 
a 
se Pd Bun. Suggs Cem., Attala Cob, Ms. 25 7 
2 3 (Mother of No. £2, 
8 3 8 b, Cont. on chart No. ) 
2 = {Father of No. 3} d. 
3 - {b. 
2% 26 oes oe 
“ey pb. is Father ot Nov 13, 
a. . on chart No. 
2 S s m. _ is Coat. on chart N ) 
3 a 8 d. (Mother of No, 6} ld 
28 pd >. 27 
nee a _ ee 
225 063 d, . 
a € (Mother of No, ij d. 
= “ 3 b . p.d, 
gus : ae 2 
Ze a p.b, » Ib. (Father ree ny 
-s = one. an rl 1D. + 
e3 d, 14 m. ‘ ; 
be = p d (Father of No. 7) 
=? usted 
G22 . 29 : 7 
5 8 z 5 p.b. . b Cinsih cnartae! sa) 
: (Mother of No. 3) sy d 
‘ : 30 
p.b. p.d b, - (Father of No. 15, 
d sy Cont. on chart No... 
. 15 . 
p.d. (Mother of No. 7), d. 
Rev. J a a _ (Mother of No. 15, c? 
21/ SRW Yooly po, b. Cont, on chart No. . 
a. 23/June/16854, d 


PAbbevilge, Sc 


pa. Attala Co., Ha. 
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Pascagoula Public Library 


Local History & Genealogy Dept. 


’ 
a 


2 


Nina of Compilert 1H24, tine R. 


OL44 


Robertson Family 


rbucestar Chart 


Person No. 1 on this chart is the same 


Chart No,_5 


: Addresgs__/910 Sky Farm Ave. person as No.2& onchart No.__].. 16 Poss. We 2 m Johneen 
7 ; ; h ore ar Cont, on chart No, —j 
City, StateVicksburg, Ms. 39180 8 Possibly Ab as 
Dat (Father of No, 4) 
ate Sentemben 17, 1987 
i: Neate tte ee te 
Rev. Wan Soldier p.b, ot coh Menke 
4 m, 
ca ] 754 {Father of No, 2) d d. 
" Chester’ Co., Pa. p.d 1852 = — — 
p.b, (Father ot No. ’, 
b. Date of Birth Cont. on chart No. } 
pyb. Place of Birth m. 9 m. 
m. Date of Marriage SS 
d, (Mother of No. 4) : 
pis Piceat Oeick gl ole eb/18&50 ‘al 
P Amire Co a) Ms ° b. € a (Mother of No. ou 
7 p.b. b. - Cont. on chart No. } 
James Johnna 
ca 1 7 9 6 (Father of No. 1) d, d. 
b. 
nb, GC0%gLa Be 20 eee eee 
Pb /June/ 1818 e; oct aa 
fb ter 1860 10_ — eae 
Father of Now d 
ca Yazoo Co. ‘ : | : 
.d ¢ Ms b. 21 as 
pb, b. SE ee 
5Prx0b. Fannie Waggoner = pee d 
(Mother of No, 2) . . 
d. oe 
b. 22 ono tnt 2 
p.b. pe b. eee = 
d. i : : m. 
p.d Z (Mother of No. 5) d. 
v. BI i i On ody.) oP ate Nae ok 
Be . Sued 
1 CaLeb Johnson d. : 
ca Oy 
b= ca «1818-1821 ane - 
pb. ca Amite Co., Ms. - fp. TESS TEE pane oine ik. 
m. 6/Jan/1840-ca Yazoo Co. |, ae Gon tovenamNer. og 
ae d. 4/Aprrik/1873 (Father of No. 6) 
ag ped Ca Rusk Co., Texas b, Pe 
oe p.b. ' bests 
a3 0 David Breetand m, ‘ 
° = {Father of No. y d d, 
“8 b. ca 1774 ” 
eS pb. South Carolina a ae a Teaeerana ti 
Be mca South Canokina  ,, i sake oben er : 
Bu ° 13. 7 . 
aa38 a. after 1830 (Mother of No. 6) 4 
aw 7 % ' 
auf pa ¢& Coptah Co., Ms. b. 27 _ — 
bo 8 p.b. : Go chen 
2SF 43 Edy Bneeland d. : 
a we (Mother of No. 2) d. 
Bis p.d 
gee b. 28 Aes eee 
° = 2 b. SC Ib. (Father of Noy ia, 
-~t ‘ Cont. on chart Now 
B55 4g before 1850 i m, ve 
8 2 2 p.d (Father of No. 7) _ ‘la. 
932 b, 29 Bese te ea 
£83 : re pb. b. ea 
(Mother of No. 3) pe a 
p.b. ca South Canokin d 30 i (Father of No. 1S, 
A. at tern 1830 : | ; Cont. un chart No. 
1 
pd, C4 Coptah Co., Ms. Wane a tH fe 
Mananda Brown i au ea “ice one is, 
: Man chyrg #30 79 2075 ept/ 190 B- -b, b. Cont, on chart No, 
~ ca Amite Co., ts, - Smith Co., Tex qd. 
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Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Dept. 
Robertson Family 


, ? 


, Ancestor Chart 


Narna of CompiterE7NeS Tine KR, Otis Person No, 1 on this chart is the same Chart Nog... 
Address___19170 Sky Fanm Ave personias\No.29 on chartNop ok, 18 eae 
inv “ qhather ut Sa. hk, 
Vic ks bur Ma + Cont. on chart Ne, 
City, State 3; 8 mn. 


(Father of No, 4) 


Date oo SOE LI a ee bd, Pls sco suete ee eee 


(Mother al No. a, 


p.b. b. Cont. on chart ha. 
(Father of No, 2) qd. 
id 18 se pes ee alten 
p.d. R a (Father of Nu. ¥, 
Date of Birth fa he Cont. on chart Nu, 
> Place of Birth . 9 . 
» Date of Marriage ea ee nea te li 
ad. Place of Death p.d ; a, 19 ae us Lakes 
* b (Mothee of No, 4, 
p.b. i Cont. on chart No, 
Abnes Brown 
(Father of No. 1) d, d. 
pl 2/May/1769 : 
, P. 20 er ene P 


eb South Carolina : 
m.kho ty! b§19 Ms. 10 
4.79/June/1&5& 


ify? "2G Feo eens s chapee 
| Nancy Adama 


{Mother of No, 2) 
b. 


b (Father ot No. 10,_ 
Cont. of chart No. 


(Father of No. 5) 


“(Mother of No. 10, 
b, Cont. on chart No. 


pb: _¢ ; bo ieee 
d, after 10/Aprit/1827 44] 7 m. cee gee 
-pad, ca Amite Co., Ms. “(Mother of No.5) dg, 
b Ok ee aed Se a eats 
| a : | ee 
1 Manranda Brown d, - 


yp, Manr/1823 : p.d, 
ca Amite Co., Ms. 


(Fathe: wi Nu 2, 


p.b. 
&/Jan/1840 ca Yazoo Co., Ms. onlioa cheriena. 

ig 20/Sept/1905 | ny tee a Te a 
> F ° a (Father of No, 6) 
38 p.a. omath Co., Tex., Bua. : 
sf Midway Cem., Smith Co., Tex|™ pies feet east 
» 4 p.b, a . (Mothe: ot No. 12, 
Zo Ps : z b, Com, vn vhart No, 
°3 aes Z . AS : 
2 = : (Father of No. ja}. a aed ‘4 : 
ie Nets Se ee ae ee 
SB 4 bo, (Father of No. 13, 
: g 3 13| ; ane Cont. on chart No, 
£ aq $ ; (Mother of No. 6) =, dd. 
$28 * tact BBE pee nln ool 
igs p.b. “ hee te en 
Fes 3Katury?, be iit. —o abet? d 
> e # orher lor I) ad . 
e383 v.10/July/1798 REALS: ai 
iz ze p.b, Georgia ; : : + bes (Father at No. 1a, 
3 3 ma ag LON & /Jan/ 18 J 0 i ae Cont. on chart No 
Bee p.d Yazoo Co., Ms. (Father of No.7) 

as <d, Z 
gay Bur.) ca Fketcher's Chapel b 29 
Bee. iad TTT (Mother of No, 14, 
3 £3 ; p.b. . b. ae ea Le 


{Mother of No. 3) 


b. 30 
p.b. : p.d bTTTOOOO Father of Nu. 1S, 
Cont, uns tare Sa. 
d, 15 m. 
p.d. (Mother of No. 7) d, 
b, 31 pete 
(Spouse of No, 1) p.b, b. Cen ‘ai aha A 
b d da, a 
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p.b 
4 m. . 
(Father of No, 2) d 
b. ‘ 
p.b p.d 18 
» Date of Birth a 
wh, Place of Birth ™m, 9 m. 
Date a ous d. (Mother of No. 4) id, 
xd, Place of Death p.d ; ‘ 19 
2PraobablLy Thomas Wade p.b. b,. 
(Father of No, 1) d. d. 
pea 1769 
eee. pe 20 
pb. Ca NC on” Vinaginia : 
m. 10 
dag tern 1850 (Father of No. 5) 
Pdica Attala Co., MS. b, 21 


Forts A2. Copyright 1963 by Tne Everton Publishers. inc.. P.O Box 368. Logan. 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Dept. 
Robertson Family 


= oe ri ncestor Chart 


Naros at Compiler EXNestine R. Otisperson No. 1 on this chart is the same 


Chart No. eine 


person as No, 


Address 1970 Sky Faam Ave. 3dn chart No._1_, 16 


City, State Vicks burg 2 Ms % 39 j &0 8 A im. 


(Father of No. 4) - 


Date October J, 1987 | b, 17 


(Father ol No. by - 
Com, on chart No. 


Kyat, on chart Ne 


(Father of Nu ¥, 
Cont, on chart No. 


(Mothee of No, 9, 
Con, on chart No. 


(Father - 1a, 
Cont. on chart Ro, 


(Mother of No. 10, 
Cont. on chart No. 


‘ (Father of No, il, 
Cynt. on cnari Nu, 


(Mote ol Naw id, 
Joat. on vhart Nu, 


(Father ut Nu. 12, 
Cont. on chart No. 


(Mute at Sel ie, 


Cui att iat Aaa 


; p.d. : b, 
5 pane oe ce 
‘ d. 
i 22. 
nit 2 p.d b, 
d 11 chy 
aa: —_ (Mother of No. ) — on 
b, 23 
‘ p.» ‘ : 
d. 
1___ Ann R. Wade ot Mm Ff os, ag 
b. ca 1812 pd. ee 
p.d. Georgia 
m 20/Dec/1827, ChLank Co. Gai 
d,. ca ] & & 6 ci wee (Father of No, 6) ~_ 
pd. Yazoo Co., Ms. 
uA, ? b 
; ee eae f . 0. 
(Father of No. 3) dq. 
26 - 
b. 


“(Mother of No. 6) 


bea 1776 
p.b. North Canokina or Georgia 


14 


after 1850 cs 
paca Attala Co., Ms. 


(Father of No. 7) 


Utah. publishers of THE GENEALOGICAL HELPER. Send for a tree catalogue with 


lists and full descriptions of many genealogical aids 


(Mother of No. 3) 


b, : : 46 
p.b, , p.d 
a. 15} _ 
p.d. (Mother of No, 7) 
b. 31 
(Spouse of No, 1) p.b, b 
b d, d. d 
wa na 


7 (Father of No, 1, 7 
Cont. on chact No, 


b. 
p.b. b 
d. 

{Mather of No. 1) p.d. a. 


(Mother of Ne, 13, 
Cunt. on chart So, 


(Father ot Nov it, 
Cont. un chart No, 


{Mother ol No. L4, 
Cam. on chart No. 


(Father of No, 15, 
Aoudh. vies bar 


{Mother of Nu. 15, 
Cot, on chart Nu. 
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oT UMother of Nook” 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Dept. 
Robertson Family 


FAMILY GROUP SHBET 


Page | 
| Husband: Wilson Roberson 
Born: April 14, 1856 Place: Mississippi Rvent 3: 
| Married: Place: Event 4: 
; Died: = February 7, 1922 Place: Nississippi Event 4: 
| Buried: Place: Event 6: 


: Bvent 2: Place: 
| Father: Nicholas 8. Roberson 

| Mother: Martha 

| Other Wives: 


on 
i 


| Wife: Mary £. [9] 


| torn: October 11, 1860 Place: Event 3: 

| Died: October 8, 1932 Place: Nississippi Rvent 4: 

_ Buried: Place: Rvent 5: 

i Event 2: Place: 

| Father: i 

| Mother: 

Other Husbands: 

Sex Children List each child (living or dead) 

M/E in order of birth 

1. Name: Minnie Bell Roberson [7] Spouse: Robert “Bob” Warren 

po Borm: Place: Rvent 3: 

|B Married: Place: Brent 4: 

Died: Place: Rvent §: 

2. Name: Barbara Jane Roberson Spouse: Griffith Lancaster Lott 

om Born: August 1879 Place: Covington Co., Mississippi Rvent 3: 

| EF Married: December 11, 1904 Place: Covington Co., Hississippi Event 4: 

i Died:  ABY Septeaber 1925 Place: Simpson Co., Mississippi Rvent 5: 

Eee 

3. Hawe: Walter Roberson Spouse: 

i-~ Born: October 1881 Place: Rvent 3: 

No Married: Place: Brent 4: 

: Died: Place: Brent §: 

Dn et a a 5 ace te ces at a be eS ee 

4, Name: George Roberson Spouse: 

— Born: August 1887 Place: Event 3: 

2M Married: Place: Rvent 4: 

| Died: Place: Event 5: 

' §. Naae: Griffin Roberson Spouse: 

i a7 Born: 1890 Place: Kvent 3: 

' Ho Married: Place: Rvent 4: 
Died: Place: Rvent 5: 


i 
| 
| Prepared by: Vac { ‘ag 
{ 
| 
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Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Dept. 
Robertson Family 


FAMILY GROUP SHRBT 


/—— Born: Place: Event 3: 
i Married: Place: Kvent 4: 


Died: Place: Event §: 
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Page 2 

f 
i Husband: Wilson Roberson Yr of Birth: 1856 
Hi 
|Wifes Mary &. [2] tr of Birth: 1860 
| Sex Children (continued) 
ee 
| 6. Nage: Willie 4. Roberson Spouse: 
| — Born: August 1891 Place: Event 3: 
; A Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Rvent 5: 
— 
i 7, Wane: Stanley Roberson Spouse: 
i—~ Born: 1895 Place: Rvent 3: 
| Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 
8. Nae: Luther Roberson Spouse: 
|— Born: October 1898 Place: Event 3: 
: WO Married: Place: Brent 4: 
Died: Place: Rvent 5: 
| §. Bane: Spouse: 
1 ~~ Born: Place: Brent 3: " 
i Married: Place: Bvent 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 
| 10. Name: Spouse: 
o> Bora: Place: Event 2: 
i Married: Place: Event 4: 

Died: Place: Event §: 
jl. Hane: Spouse: 
ie Born: Place: Event 3: 
' Harried: Place: Rvent 4: 
' Died: Place: Rvent 5: 
———— 
12. Kame: bpouse: 
| — Born: Place: Event 3: 
i Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 
13. Mane: Spouse: 
| — fSorn: Place: Event 3: 
' Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 
i 14, Hane: Spouse: 
;— Born: Place: Event 3: eo 
Married: Place: Event 4: 4} : 
Died: Place: Event §: gr OT conte ptt 
15. Nake: Spouse: oe 90 pos 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Dept. 
Robertson Family 


FARILY GROUP SHRET 


Page 3 
Husband: Wilson Roberson Yr of Birth: 1856 
| fife: Mary K. [2] Tr of Birth: 1860 


Fone tera ct ac nt A A EP ies unitate a esa 


; Husband: Wilson Roberson 


H 
H 
i 


Occupation: Farner 
Connent 1: fonetines spelled Robertson 


| 
| Place of residence: Covington Co., Mississippi 
| 
i 
| Wife: Mary &. [2] 

| 


No additional information. 


Child: Minnie Bell Roberson [?] 


j 
{ 
i 
i 
| 
| 
i 
{ 


No additional inforpation. 


Child: Barbara Jane Roberson 


No additional information. 


Child: Walter Roberson 


No additional information. 


Child: George Roberson 


No additional infornation. 


Child: Griffin Roberson 


No additional infornation. 


Child: Willie 4. Roberson 


No additional information. gt 
ork oe 
‘ org R\ 
Child: Stanley Roberson cp? es 
ere ° 


No additional infornation. ee 


Child: Luther Roberson 


i 
i 
| 
t 
| 
i 
! 
i 
i 
i 
i 
| 
| 
i 
| 
| 
i 
i 
| 
| No additional information. 
| 
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Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Dept. 
Robertson Family 


FAMILY GROUP SHRET 


Page | 

i i 
| Husband: Kicholas B. Roberson 
- : 
Born: 1819 Place: South Carolina Event 3: 
Place: around 1839 Rvent 4: : 
Place: Event §: 
Place: Ivent 6: 
Place: 
| Other Hives: 
‘Wife: Martha 
; Born: 1819 Place: South Carolina Event 3: 
| Died: Place: Rvent 4: 
| Buried: Place: Byent 5: i 
: Event 2: Place: 
: Father | 
Nother: : 
| Other Husbands: 
1 : 
Sex Children List each child (living or dead) : 
H/t in order of birth 
Lv. Nawe: John H. Roberson Spouse: 
is Born: 1840 Place: Alabama Ryent 3: 
4H. Married: Place: Event 4: 
iy Died: Place: Rvent 5: : 
7. Nane: dames H. Roberson Spouse: | 
1 —— Born. 1642 Place: Alabama Event 3: 
| Married: Place: Rvent 4: 
o> Died=* Place: Bvent 5: 
—_ = 
| 3, flame:'- ” Bennett 8. Roberson Spouse: | 
i—~ Born: | 1844 Place: Alabara Ivent 4: 
+ M Married? Place: Event 4: 
| Died: Place: Avent 5: 
4. Hane: Nancy RK. Roberson Spouse: 

i —— Bora: . 1046 Place: Mississippi Event d: 
| Fo Married: ° Place: Event 4: : 
Died: Place: Brent 5: “| 
5, Nage: Kathaniel N. Roberson Spouse: ; wt | 
| Born: 1849. Place: Mississippi Bvent 3: BAN 
' 4 Married: 7 Place: Rvent 4: COO ae 
| Died: x Place: Event 5: ep n ren go | 
Ra ee 8 
| Prepared by: ; gy i 
Phone: 
| 
i 
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| Husband: Nicholas B. Roberson 


Pascagoula Public Library 


Local History & Genealogy Dept. 


Robertson Family 


BAMILY GROUP SHRET 


Page 2 


Yr of Birth: 1819 i 


a i a a a 


t 


| Wife: Martha 


Ye of Birth: 1819 


Sex Children (continued) 
6. Nage: Martha Roberaon Spouse: 
ia Born: 1854 Place: Mississippi Rvent 3: / 
| oF Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Rvent 5: 
| 7. Name: Wilson Roberson Spouse: Mary &. [2] | 
| Born: April 14, 1056 Place: Mississippi Event 3: 
| oN Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: February 7, 1922 Place: Hississippi Event $: 
8. Name: Susan Roberson Spouse: 
i—— Born: 1861 Place: Event 3: i 
| EF Married: Place: Event 4: i 
Died: Place: Event 5: 
9. Nae: Spouse: 
| 7 Born: Place: Rvent 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Rvent §: 
10. Mane: Spouse: 
| — Bora: Place: Event 3: 
: Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 
Fa 
CAL. Name: bpouse: 
; —— Born: Place: Event 3: i 
i Married: Place: Kvent 4: : 
i Died: Place: Rrent 6: 
| 12, Rane: Spouse: 
_ 7 Born: Place: Event 3: 
| Married: Place: Rvent 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 
13, Hane: Spouse: ost 
_—— Born: Place: Event 3: Ne 
Married: Place: Event 4: pitog | 
| Died: Place: Rvent §: cor ON 8 
pr pw 
14. Name: Spouse: vw ot 
/— Bora: Place: Rvent 3: & oO 
Married: Place: Rvent 4: 
Died: Place: Rvent 5: 
115. Nane: Spouse: i 
; — Born: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Brent 4: i 
Died: Place: Event 5: 
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Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Dept. 
Robertson Family 


FAMILY GROUP SHEET 
Page 3 


flusband: Nicholas B. Roberson Yr of Birth: 1819 


Vite: Hartha Tr of Birth: 1619 | 


L 


i } 
| Husband: Nicholas B. Roberson 
i 
i i 
Occupation: Farner i 
Comment 1: 1840 census, pg. 166, Butler Co., Alabama | 
Conzent 2: Name sonetines spelled Robison, Robertson H 
{ 
i 
| 


Wife: Martha 


No additional information. | 


Child: John H. Roberson 


No additional inforpation. \ 


Child: Janes M. Roberson 


No additional infornation. 


| Child: Bennett B. Roberson 


1 Child: Nancy &. Roberson { 


No additional infornation. 


| 
i 
H 
1 
| 
i 
| 
| No additional information. 
| 
| 
| 
| Child: Nathaniel ¥. Roberson 


No additional information. 


Child: Martha Roberson yer on 


No additional information. 


“a 
2, 
aa 
° 
Oo 
°. 
® 


| Child: Wilson Roberson 


Occupation: farger 
: Place of residence: Covington Co., Mississippi 
Comment 1: Sonetines spelled Robertson 


H 
1 


| Child: Susan Roberson 
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Husband: Nicholas B. Roberson 


/Wite: Martha 


enamine tenance 
H 


| Child: Susan Roberson (continued) 


Pascagoula Public Library 


Local History & Genealogy Dept. 


Robertson Family 


FAMILY GROUP SRERT 


Page 4 


No additional inforsation. 


Yr of Birth: 1819 


a rn 


fr of Birth: 1819 
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Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Dept. 
Robertson Family 


ee 


husband eee ) wife 


VolL.4-5-6 PAGE 


Date married & spouse 


Born Died | erat | A 
# {al gaia eee etd baneeoniaa adhe eae | eee - 


acess (sain eee 


Le Younes 
aout im YRS, 


PP" 18se,ucog¢70 CENSUS REtoReS ** RoBBy s. (oRERTSON- 
kautd,co. AL, CEMETERY MARKERS bit GLEN CAKS OR 


41¢4 tla Re(lcocTM #Z,5,6,7,8 LAUD.Go.AL. ERANIKLIN , TN “270! 
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_ 24.JOHN ROBERTSON | 


“42ePRINCE HENRY | Pe a ace 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Dept. 
Robertson Family 


2ISH : , 
STE ESEND AND LINE OF DESCENT OF THE ROBERTSON FAMILY 


1.KING KENNETH II - DIED IN 854 or 858 

2.KING CONSTATINE II -beheaded by the Danes 877 
3-DONALD III-died 903 

4.KING MALCOLM I-died958 


’ §.KING KENNETH IJI-murdered 99% 


6.KING MALCOLM Il-murdered 1033 ~ 
7 BEATRIX 

S.KING DUNCAN I-murdersd 1040 

3.3S0HUS 


10.KING MALCOLM IV 


1L.KING DAVID 1-1080-1153 


13.DAVID, ZARL OF HUNTINGTON a 
14.ISABELLE de HUNTINGTON MARRIED ROBERT de BRUCE 
15.ROBERT de BRUCEr THE CONTENDER “ pe 
16.KING ROBERT IV-1274-1329 - | | . 


A7.MaRIGRL2 de BRUCE MARRIED WALTER STEWART eo es, 


1L.KiNG ROBERT G1-1315-1390 first of the line cf STiWAaT kings 

19.ROBERT STEWART 

20-LADY STEWART MARRIED SIR JOHN STEWART 

21.SIR JAMES STEWART 

22-JOHN STEWART, BARL OF ATHOL 

23.ISABELLE ELIZABETH STEWART MARRIED ALEXANDER,FIFTH BARON OF’ 
- STROWAN AND SON OF ROBERT. ALEXANDER 
ADOPTED THE NAME: ROBERTSON(SON OF 
ROBERT). DIED 1508. ALEXANDER’S 


: FATHER WAS ROBERT BRUCE AND HIS 
ha MOTHER WAS LADY ‘MARGARET Sterane 


25-GILBERT ROBERTSON *. = 
26 .DAVIB ROBERTSON’ oe a ek 
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Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Dept. 
Robertson Family 


oath ROBERTSON I 
WILLIAM ROBERTSON II 
29.THOMAS ROBERTSON 
30.JOHN ROBERTSON 
3L.REV. WILLIAM ROBERTSON 
32.JEFFERY ROBERTSON I-1654-1734 (Mm! GRate 
33-JEFFERY ROBERTSON LI-1709-178% 
34. JEFFERY ROBERTSON III-1737-1827 
35.NCRYELL £. ROBERTSON I-1765-1855 


d Te Amenicn before peRRY: 


3 NSFFERY ROBERTSON-1792 

37 MLAVELL ROWE RUSSRISSH-L3L3 

36.3ENJAMIN FRANKLIN ROBERTSON-1861 

39-HARMON EVERETT ROBERTSON-1913 

40.WILSON EVERETT ROBERTSGN~1940 

Wi GREGORY PAUL ROB =RTSCN-1966 . ear: 


RECORD OF THE REV. WILLIAM ROBERTSON FAMILY - 
WILLIAM WAS BORN IN 1625 in SCOTLAND 
WILLIAM MARRIED A PITCAIRN 


ME hb Ae WE Ee AE A 2 8 HA i a $30 He 0 aH Hee 


1. JOHN 
'2.THOMAS 
3.4ILLIAM 

4 .NICHOLEN 
§.NATHANTEL 
Deel A 


7eR2VY. GEORGE 


_8.JEFPERY I-30RN IN 1654 
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Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Dept. 
Robertson Family 


_<D OF THE JEOFFERY(JEFFERY) RCBERTSON I FAMILY 


JEFFERY WAS BORN IN 1654 in SCOTLAND DIED IK 173% in HENRICC 
COUNTY, VIRGINIA 


‘ JEFFERY WAS MARRIED TO ELIZAB=TH BCWMAN 


Ss halillhahaiataheRenetialalalabilalalishalahaliahehatetetetehahabahalichehahaienebaiebabetniniaiehaiaiatataiaietetetetatoishaiaiaiaial 
1.WILLIAN 

‘2 RICHARD 

3.JOHN 

4. THOMAS 


f.72PF say [I-porn in i709 
ee TT TTT, 


Jereey TF  miGRated To AmeRicn fasm Scotland 
before 1780 | 


RECORD GP THE JEFPERY ROBERTSON II FAMILY 


JEFFERY WAS BORN IN 1709 in HENRICO COUNTY, VIRGINIA 
DIED IN DECEMBER 12,1784 in CHESTERFIELD SoUNENs VIRGINIA 


JEFFERY MARRIED JUDITH TANNER MILLS (A WIDOW) 


ee he ee th Te a Ee RE Ee aE Hb Ob th aE a EE EY SEES EEE 


CHILDREN 

1.J3FFERY III BORN JANUARY 15,1737 
2.TYREA 

3 -NICHCLAS 

b .MATPKEY 

7. 2LIZA3ET:! , 

8. SARAH . 
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Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Dept. 
Robertson Family 


sHE JEFFERY ROBERTSON ILI PAMILY 


«ZRY WAS BORN JANUARY 15, 1737 in CUMBERLAND, VIAGINIA 
DIED AFRIL 2,1827 


JEFFERY MARRIED SARAH NORVELL 171517 


RE EE EE De A a aE DN SE SE HH HE 0 a 


CHILDREN : THEIR BIRTH 
1-RHCDA - ; 1760 
2.NORVELL I 5-22-1765 
3.JEPFERY IY . 3 10- -1770 
Sadat Ss RVGL, ROSE IIS0N'S PATHER +12 GEORGE RVELL. Sl wad 


5 a 
vin T TES BARRAGE THAT <2 LaFT : 


5 
Oe ee 


4SALPEY wan OE aad Se. OPES 
DAUGATSCx CNGS ct cdGRG Gial. 


RECORD OF sem NORVELL E. ROBERTSON I 


NORVELL HAD ONc BROTHER. AI THE TIM? OF THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE 
He WAS 11 YEARS OLD. HE WENT TO @AR AT THE AGE OF 153. Hz BECAME 

SICK WITH FEVER AND HAD TO GO HOME. THIS WAS IN 1781. HE BECAME A 
BLACKSMITH AT THE AGE OF 19. HE BOARDEN 4T THE HOME OF MARTHA DENDY 
POWELL AND WILLIAM FOWELL IN 1788. HE BEGAN TO FEEL AN ATTACHMENT 

FOR THEIR DAUGHTER SARAH-AN ATTACHMENT WHICH GRADUALLY INCREASED 


: FRCN THAT DAY TO THE DA’ OF HER DEATH. SARAH WAS HALF INDIAN. THEY 


MARRIED IN JULY 7,1791 AND HAD ELEVEN CHILDREN. THEY LIVED IN 

GEORGIA 31 YEARS-THEY MOVED TO MISSISSIPPI. NORVELL HAD A MILL, : 
COTTCN GIN. HE LEFT VIRGINIA IN 1786 IN-HIS 22nd YEAR AND CAME TO GEORGIA 
He LEFT GEORGIA IN 1817 
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Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Dept. 
Robertson Family 


~sORD OF NORVELL ROBERTSON, SENIORS PAMILY oer ets 
NORVELL ROBERTSON,SR. WAS BORN MAY 22,1765, Died 9-1 o-1885S2 58 ad 
SARAH POWELL HIS WIFE WAS BORN FEBRUARY 7,1770 
NORVELL AND SARAH WERE MARRIED JULY 7,1791 


ee ee TE Ee He a HERERO EES 


THEIR CHILDREN oS BIRTH DATE 
1 - JEFFREY SON OCTOBER 7,1792 
2.MATTHEW SON 3 MAY 30,1794 
3.NGRVELL, JUNIOR(A TWIN) son ‘NOVEMBER 11,1796 
’.aReDAda IWIN) DAUGHTER . NCVEMBER 11,1796 
5..SARAK  DAGUHIPS2 - IANUARY. (3.1799 

6 .wARTHA 7 DAUGHTER WARCH 24,1801 

7 ASAPH POWELL , SON JANUARY 30,1303 
B.NANCY. - | DAUGHTER - NOVEMBFR 30,1805 
9.imARY HILL . DAUGHTER AFRIL 13,1810 
10.GEORGZ FRANKLIN SON | NOVEMBER 20,1812 


WU. Zefewp (aed) 


oe 
ad) 

Ge 

. 
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Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Dept. 
Robertson Family 


RECORD OF JOSHUA ROWE’S PAMILY 
JOSHUA ROWE WAS BORN MAY. 7,1761 
SARAH ROWE HIS WIFE WAS BORN 


JOSHUA AND SARAH WERE MARRIED 
2-H Ie SHE eee 


THELR CHILDREN BIRTH DATE 
1.JOSHUA ROWE SON SEPTEMBER 22,1785 
2.LYCIA -  DAUSHTER MARCH 1,1788 
3.LYDIA DAUGHTER . APRIL 13,1789 
WeALCEY . DAUGHT =R AUGUST 26,1790 

5 MARTHA DAUGHTER AERIL 9,1792- 
_6.SARAH ‘DAUGHTER - JANUARY 20,1793 
7 -LUVINIA | _. DAUGHTER OCTOBER 18,1794 
BANK . DAUGHTER - -RARCH 13,1797 
Q.DANIGL > eens Ys WAY 441798 
LO.WATTHEW Son 7 AvRIL 18,1800 
11.STEPHEN SON oe HARCH 21,1802 
12.HANNAH . DAUGHTER — SEPTEMBER 23,1005 


ALCEY WILLIAMS DIED OCTOBER 16,1824 
HANNAH WALL DIED OCTOBER ‘8,1848 


2 
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Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Dept. 
Robertson Family 


uc JEFFREY ROBERTSON’S FAMILY 
vEFFREY ROBERTSON Was BORN OCTOBER 7,1792 
MARTHA ROWE (HIS WIFE) WAS BORN APRIL 9.1792 


JEFFREY ANE MARTHA WERE MARRIED FEBRUARY 7,1811 
$e TE AEE He TE SEE eae AE TEE EAE FE ETE EAH SEE SE SIE 0 EA SEI a 


’ 


“THEIR CHILDREN . BIRTH DATE 
1 EMILY DAUGHTER NOVEMBER 13,1811 
2.LYCIA ANN DAUGHTER MAY 24,1813 
3.ALLIZ DAUGH'S SR AUGUST 31,1814 
b.SARAH ROWE DAUGHTER AY 13 1816 
5.NORVELL ROWZ SUN JUNE 27,1818 
6.ATTHEN SON = JULY 8,1820 

7 JEFFREY - SON = NOVEMBER 11,1822 
'B.GZORGE WASHINGTON “+ SON a a MARCH 17,1825 

9 «HARTHA : DAUSHTER APRIL 30,1327 
LO.iwARGARET JANE DAUGHTZR JUNE 15,1829 
11.ADONIRAm JUDSON : SON WAY 5.1834. 
12..3ENJAMIN FRANKLIN SON . . WAY 26,1836 
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RECORD OF NORVELL ROWE ROBERTSON’S FAMILY 
NORVELL ROWE ROBERTSON WAS BORN JUNE 27,1818 


SARAH ANN BULLOCK (HIS WIFE) WAS BORN APRIL 30,1830 


NORVELL AND SARAH WERE MARRIED 
ee ee eee tT te oe ee et eS See eee eee es 


THEIR CHILDREN | BIRTH DATE 
1.LOUISA DAUGHTER JANUARY 23,181 
2.ADONIRAM JUDSON SCM MAY 13,1845 
3. ELIZABETH JANE DAUGHTER JOVENBER 11,1646 
4.LYCIa ANN DAUGITER , APRIL 2,188 
5-JOHN QUITSAN SON “JANUARY 4, 1850 
6.MARTHA ANN DAUGHTER MARCH 9,1852 
‘7 RHODA AGELINZ DAUGHTER ' | DECEMBER 25,1852 
8.SARAM ADELINE = DAUGHTER FEBRUARY 15,1854 
' 9.LAURA FRANCES | DAUGHTER FEBRUARY 27,1857 
_10.BNJAWIN PRANKLIN SON JANUARY 16,1861 - 
11.iARY ETTA | DAUGHTER NOVEMBER 27,1862 
12.GZORGE WASHINGTON SON . SEPTEMBER 26,1365 
13.JESSE TAYLOR SON 7 JULY 20,1867 ; 
-14.MARGARET OLIVIA DAUGHTER JANUARY 30,1869 


15-JAMES BULLOCK . SON 7 JULY 19,1872 
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RECORD OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN ROBERTSON’S FAMILY 
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN WAS BORN JANUARY 16,1861 . 
DELLA JANE RAMSHUR WAS BORN OCTOBER 30,1876 
BENJAMIN AND DELLA WERE MARRIED OCTOBER 20,1892) 


eT TE Ae Tbe Hh AE HE ee EE He EE EE SEE TE IS He PGE EE EE 


THEIR CHILDREN BIRTH DATE 
1.JOHN BETHEA SON CCTOBER 29,1893 
2. INFANT DAUGHTER FEBRUARY 16,1395 
Be LOULA ELicaietii | DAUGHTER AFRIL 50,1896 
HeHENRY ROWE et FABRUARY 12.1899 
5 ETTA DAUGHTER APRIL 20,1901 
6.LILLIE ADA DAUGHTER AUGUST 744903 
?.JESSE WILSON _ SON | JUNE 13,1905 
8.FRANKIC VIRDEE DAUGHTER AUGUST 6,1908 
Q.JANES LESLIE SON / JANUARY 21,1911 
(10.HARMON EVERETT SON APRIL 28,1913 
11.Z2NO GOSS ) SON ' OCTOBER 29,1916 
12.RUFUS RATLIFF SON _. MARCH 29,1921 


INFANT DAUGHTER DIED FEBRUARY 22,1895 

JESSE WILSON DIED #ARCH 29,1918 

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN (FATHER) DIED APRIL 10,1945 
DELLA JANE (MOTHER) DIED NOVEMBER 3,1954 
LOULA ELIZABETH DIED 

JOHN BETHEA DIED 
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Robertson 
Vv 
Norvell Rowe Robertson _- -1715 Va. / 
Norwell Rowe I] 1765 DC 1 
Norvell Rowe Robertson I] _-_-1765 / 2 SC 


Norwell Rowe III 6-27- -1618 Miss. 


eens Rowe Robertson III 6-27- 1818 - 3-11-1890 / Martha Cannon 


Asap Judson 1844 
Nancy 1847 
Nathaniel 1849 , 
Martha 1854 
Wilson 1856 
Susan 1861 
A, J. Robertson 5-13-1844 - 2-07-1876 / E. P. Speed 5-01-1847 - 7-10-1901 
‘Ella 1867 
Amanda 1868 
Sally 2-12-1870 - 6-12-1959 
John Q. 4-26-1872 - 3-28-1878 
Roe 1-22-1875 -— 1-17-1966 
Wilson 1876 


Benjamin Roe Robertson 1-22-1875 - 1-17-1966 / Sarah Martha Powell. 
4-17-1876 - 9-16-1958 


Daughter * 7-28-1899 — 7-28-1899 
Jessie Ray 6-16-1900 - 6-29-1900 
Bessie Mae 6-16-1900 - 3-12-1964 
Son 5-12-1902 - 5-12-1902 
Charlie Judson 6-01-1903 — 8-19-1963 


Virgil Roe / Katie Nobles 
Annie Belle / Joseph Vaughn Davis 


Charlie Godees 6-01-1903 - 8-19-1963 / Nina Irene Sledge 5~06- 1911 


Mary Edith Elna Mae 
Charles Judson Jr. Sally Ann 
Benjamin Allen : Dorothy Janette P 
James Franklin Margaret Evelyn 
Eugene Sherrell Irene 
Aubrey Ray Romana Kay 
Johnathan Roe Martha Gayle 
Sarah Elizabeth Arthur Dale 
_Nina Belle Virgil Dean 


Mary Edith Robertson / William Mike Fennell 
See Fennell 


Charlie Judson Robertson Jr. 10-30-1930 / Margarette Rogers 4~19~1929 


Charlie Judson III 5-03-1952 
Susan Lynn 5-09-1953 
Ronald Dean 1-08-1962 
Roger. Kevin 4-02-1965 


Benjamin Allen Robertson 9-25-1932 / Patricia Schultz 5-12-1934 
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Linda 10-19-56 
Pauls 5-27-60 
Cindy 4-07-64 


James Franklin Robertson / Delores Starkey 
James Allen 
Diane 

: Phylis 
Teressa 


Eugene Robertson 2-27-37 / Nora Newell / Linda Beasley Pitts 9-06-1948 
Nora Newell 


Michael Anthony 9-13-1959 : 
Edward Eugene 12-28-1961 
Linda Pitts 
Tiffany Susan 3-02-76 
Tyra Sussette 3-02-76 
Linda Pitts Prior issue: 
Justin Burt Pitts 7-14-67 
Shannon Nacollis Pitts 6-05-69 
Aubrey Ray Robertson / Billie Lenelle Hargrove / Delora Nash 
Naomi 
Aubrey Ray Jr. 
Ronald 
Donald 


Delora Nash - no issue 


Johnathan Roe Robertson / Shirley Bostian 


Jewel Kathleen 5-15-59 

Robbie Ann 12-04-60 

Johnathan Roe Jr. 11-10-62 

Melinda Renee 12-24-63 

Sarah Irene Robertson 9-02-42 / Joe McRainey 7-15-41 (Wed 4-11-1962) 

Joe Larry 12-26-62 

Ronald Judson 1-20-64 a 

Russell Roe Allen 1-29-65 - 11-29-81 

Marty Aden 11-06-67 


Nina Belle Robertson 3-02-40 / Bennie Ray Stanley 10-07-43 (Wed 11-02- 
1959) 


Nina Victoria 2-15-61 
. Helen Rae 5-31-62 
- Karen Jay 4-26-63 
Brenda Ann 6-14-64 
Bennie Ray Jr. 5-15-68 
John Christopher 12-08-70 


Elna Mae Robertson / Robert Hall / Ed Watts / Curtis Garner 
Robert Hall . 
Alice Faye 
Ed Watts 
No Issue 
Curtis Garner 
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Charles 
Lea 


Sally Ann Robertson 3-10-47 / Bob Bostian 2~25-44 (Wed 11-06-1967) 


Jeannie Jonell 6-19-72 
Richard Wayne 7-18-68 
Clarence Louis. 1-18-68 


’ Dorothy Janette Robertson / Robert Olan Fennell 
See Fennell 


Margarete Evelyn Robertson / William Edward Williams 
Casey Shane 8-08-81 . 
William Edward Sr. (prior issue) : 
William Edward Jr. 
Janet Anita 
Bryan Keith 


Sherrell Irene Robertson 8-27-48 / Travis Camp 11-25-48 


Trenia 11-11-68 
Chad Lance 9-30-80 - 9-30-80 
Romana Kay Robertson 3-20-47 / Robert Leonard Reus II 4-06-1951 
Avie Darlene 2-26-72 
Francis Lynn 5-07-75 
Kimberly Kaylyn 8-16-78 
Robert Leonard ITI 7-20-80 
Martha Gayle Robertson 12-06-49 / Bailey E. Cooper 2-11-51 
Artha Ray 4-04-69 
Bailey E. Jr. 2-11-70 
Donna Gayle 8-24-71 
Sherwin A. 9-29-77 


Arthur Dale Robertson 12-06-49 / Susan Vernon 8-20-56 / Karen’ Ray 4-30- 
1958 


Susan Vernon 
James Wesley 6-29-74 
John Kenneth "5-26~72 
Karen Ray - no issue (wed -3-01-80) 
wf 


Virgil Dean Robertson 11-10-55 / Donna Taylor 1-11-55 
Deonna Lynn . 3-12-76 
Samantha Deleene_ - 3-18-78 

Nina Sledge Robertson Generation III - 


Mary Edith - See Fennell 


Charles J. Robertson III / Jackie Sante (Wed 6-30-1979) 


Rusty Ray 9-25-1981 
Susan Lynn Robertson / Waymeth Boyer (Wed 6-29-1972) 
Candace Michelle 6-25-1975 
Waylon Dale 10-29-1977 
< 
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Born September 22, 1785 


FAMILY RECORI fae 
Parents----+-~-- Births-------- 


Joshua Rowe Was born May 7; ] 
Sarah Rowe, His wife was borr 


Their Children 


1. Joshua Rowe, son 


d ht March 1, 1788 
e ae en ae Avril 18, 1789 
i Alcey " , daughter Angust af. 1790 
5S. Martha " , " oril 9; 1792 
6. iuviniae " ,; u cores 18, 179 
7T ° Sarah — Y, ry My Oct ober 20; 1795 
8. Ann id oe Mare a 
9. Haniel " 5 son May lip 1798 
10. Matthew" , " Ap ril 18, 1800 
li. Stephen" , " eek 27, 1802 
12. Hannah " , daughter September 23, 1805 


Deaths 


he - Alcey Williams 


Died October 16, aoe 
12. Hannah Wall 


October 8, 18,8 
Record of Jeffery Robertson's Family 
Jeffery Robertson was born October 7, 1792 
Martha Rowe, his wife was born April 9, 1792 
Jeffery Robertson and Martha Rowe were married Feb. 7, 1811 


1. Emily Rob ertson, daughter Born November 13, 1822 
2. Lycia Ann " a May 2), 1813 


a foe Saas " ae Sie 
° aay - 
5. Norvell Rowe " sot June 27, 1818 


it 1 


6. Matthew 
‘7. Jeffery " 


9’ 
9’ 
a 
a 
; iy 
8. Geo. Washington ane 
9 
3 
tJ 
Ty 


November 11, 1822 
bo 


March 17, 1825 
9. Martha " daughter April bynes 1827 ~ 
10. Margaret Jane " June 1 
11. Adommam Judson son May 5 
12. Benjamin Frankli ‘3 May 26, atec6 


Record of Norvell Rowe Robertson's Family 


Norvell Rowe Robertson Was born June 27, 1818 
Sarah Ann Bullock, hia wife, was born April 30, 1830 


1. <Adoniram Judson, son Born May 13, 1815 


Pe 
e 
7! 


2. Elizabeth Jane, daughter 


Lycia Ann, 
John Quitman, son 
Martha Ann, daughter 


Rhoda Angeline 
Sarah Adaline, " 


November 11 18h6 
April 2, 1648 
January, 1850 
March 9, 1851 


Pobruary 18; 15h 
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8. i rates Frances, daughter’ Born February 27, 1857 
“ ..: ‘9» ‘Senjamin Franklin, son January 16, ae 
‘10. Mary Etta, daughter November 27 
Sates “11. Geo. Washington, son September 26, 16865" 
ee. 12. Jossie Taylor, . July 20, 1867 | 
“oe 13, Margaret Olivia, daughter Vanuary 30 
“Lye James Bullock, son July 19, haa 
15. Louisa Robertson, daughter January 23, 18h) 
- dReobea ofr Bs a. Robertson's Family 
ae Benjamin Franklin Robertson Was born January 16, 1661 
7 Della Jane Ramshur, his wife, was born October 30, 1876 
iis, Xe Bs B. Robertson and Della J. Ramshur were married 
Gog : October 20, 1892 . 
: oh - Births of their children 
‘. + Ts John Betha, son Born October 29 
2; Infant  , daughter February 3, 36 
pe lula Blizabeth, " April 30, 196 
16 Henry Rowe, son February 12. 1899 
S. Etta, daughter | April 20, 1901 
6, Lily Ada, 8 August 7, sae 
e ._ Jessie Wilson, son June 13 1905 
« Frankie Virdie, daughter - August é, ~1908 
- 9... James Leslie, son Pearce | i; 1911 
10. Haxmon Everett, " Apr@1 28, 1913 
11. Zeno Goss, . October 29, 1916 
12. Rufus Ratlifr, " March 29, 1921 
Deaths 
2, Infant, daughter Died February 22, gi? 
7. Jessie Wilson, son March 29 19168 
. _ Record of Jemes Leslie Robertson's Family 
Jemes Leslte Robertson was born Jenuary 1, 1911 
Mary Ruth Lewis, his wife, was born July 4, 1914 
Jemes L. Robertson and Mary R. Lewis were married April 1, 1931 
Births of their children 
1.° Billie Frances, daughter Born December 22, 1931 
2. Walden Franklin, son November 15, 1932 
3,: Narval Rowe, : March 23, 1934 
4, Jemes Ned, — a December 18, 1936 
Deaths 
; 2. Walden Franklin, son Died July 10, 1934 
ty ak sGiaikialiaa SiipialW at Se nen Aha (iat 
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RECORD OF JAMES LESLIE ROBERTSON'S FAMILY 
JAMES ROBERTSON WAS BORN JANUARY 1, 1911 
MARY RUTH LEWIS WAS BORN JULY 4, 1914 


JAMES AND MARY WERE MARRIED APRIL 1, 1932 


HHH RKC KKEKKEKEKKE KKK KK KKK KKK KK KKK KKK KHER KKKKEKKEKRKEKKKEKKEKKK KK KK KKK KKK K 


THEIR CHILDREN BIRTH DATE 


1. BILLIE FRANCIS DAUGHTER DECEMBER 22, 1932 
2. WALDEN SON NOVEMBER 1933 
3. NARVAL ROWE SON MARCH 23, 1934 

4. JAMES NED SON DECEMBER 18, 1936 


INFANT SON WALDEN DIED 1934 


RECORD OF NARVAL ROWE ROBERTSON'S FAMILY 
NARVAL ROBERTSON WAS BORN MARCH 23, 1934 
ALICE ELIZABETH ROSE WAS BORN AUGUST 21, 1936 


NARVAL AND ALICE WERE MARRIED AUGUST 14, 1954 


NARVAL AND ALICE WERE DIVORCED MAY 1976 


Ke KKK HK KI KK KE KKK CEE REEKKEKEKKKKKKKKEKEKKKAKKKKKEKKKKKKEKKKKKKKKKEKRKKKERKKK SK . 


THEIR CHILDREN 


1. NARVAL ROWE JR. SON . MAY 31, 1955 
2. SABRINA ANN “ DAUGHTER JANUARY 21, 1957 
3. JAMES WILSON SON DECEMBER 30, 1958 
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; 4 AVAVDAVURAE AE pr Hebd OBESE SENIOR bp dpe. 
in ce Copy freer Dipniemnge Og FOO ES REE ale 
4 I was born the 22nd day of May, 1765 in Buckingham, Virginia near Spiod 


x the line from Cumberland and shortly after was removed to the latter (i prwae 


j se 
county. In this I was brought up and resided till the last of November, ire 


: Ayla 
1786, when I left my native county for the state of Georgia. My father, P pv 


} 
yhar 
=~ -whose name was Jeffery Robertson, was in quite moderate circumstances and > 
| 7 jy Or? 
| \ did not possess the means of giving his children much education. Besides, fxd) . 
: a 
| he about the time of my birth the disputes conmenced between the English v s 


weg SY - 
Pea Ministry and the American Colonies, which subsequently occasioned the re~ 
cama ‘volution which resulted in securing to the colonies a rank among the indepe 
“\gndent nations of the carth. It may be soid therefore that I was raised in 
re time of the American Revolution, when all was buzzing with confusion 


ind distress. Neverthcless, there were neighborhood schools occasionally 


to which my fathor sont me. And if the teachers that I was placed under 

had been competent to the office of teachiny, and if the whole time that 

f I went to school had teen one term or in two terms, I should probably have 
received a tolerably zocd country education. But it was far otherwise. For 
in the first pince I had to go to school when an opportunity offered and 
when the term expired an intervol would follow lon; cnough for me to forget 
QO great part of what I iad learned and secondly the school masters of that 
day depended upon doin everything through fear. They exercised sc much 
despotism with ne that iv excited in me o deep ond sectuled overcio: tc going, 
to schoel, It may be proper to observe tnay say wothex ae tne time of ry 
birth ond until & war in my tairteenth year followed the occupation cf an 
overseer ot which period he settled on lond of his own which wos unimproved. 
Hence it becnme necessary for me to confine myself to domestic affairs. 

In bringing out a biographical sketch of my life, I would not have 

it thought that I consider the Kista of my life sufficiently eventful to 
entitle me to a disinction above the generolity of ny contemporaries, but 
impressed with the truth of the assertion of an inspired writer, that the 
ways of o man are not in himself, my principal object is to trace the 

leading incidents of my life with a special reference to that unseen hand 


that has kept me in existance and guarded ray steps through all the scenes 


2 
2 ow 
and vissitudes of my earthly pilgrimage ond this I do more for my own soke Eos 
335 
thon for the benefit of any other person, hoping that a retrospective view sce 
= 
[e) »~ 
of the goodness of God to me will be a means of inciting ny gratitude to 2 59) 
Pt 


Him who hns so often supplied my want ond protected me from evils which z 


without his interposition must have proved fatal to me. It may also if 


sanctified to that and be of some use to children and other friends who 


a 


+ ea cateeinremeeeermmmainenetn 
ree 
rn 
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may chance to peruse it after I shall have ceased to be on the stage of life. : 
‘To them the following lines are dedicated. a 


I have no neans of tracing my pedigree further than to my paternal 
and maternal grandmothers and fathers. My father's fother whose name wos 
Jeffery Robertson when he began in the world settled in Chesterficld county 
in Virginia on the Southside of the James River, some twenty-five miles from 
q the city of Richmond. His settlement contained 105 acres of land, on which 
he lived and died at the age of seventy-five, after raising eight children. 


At his death was possessed of o few slaves. My mother's fother, George 


{~ 


Norvell was o citizen of Hanover County on the North side of the James River, 
twelve miles from Richnond. He was tolerably wealthy, but being opposed to 
her marriaze he never gave my mother anything but a negro girl. 

- There was on interval of six or seven years that I did not go to 
school. In this time I had forgotten all that I had learned in my previous 
years at school, except reading, in which branch of education I had improved, 
having always from the time I learned to read had a taste for rendinz. When 
I arrived at the age of about fifteen I began to feel the need of an cde 


ucation and set about improving myself in writing ond arithmetic without 


any instructor except ao book, entitled "The Young Man's Companion", Sub- 


seqiiently ,T )had-an. opportunity of 
time I learned more than o11 the schooling I had ever had before put to- 
gether. My father having but two sons of which I was the eldest, my 

brother being five years and five months younger than myself, manifestcd 

on all occasions a marked partiality for his younger son, who had received 
his own name, and treated we an inferior being, scarcely worth attention 

(as I thought). The consequence of this was that I imbibed o low and 
contemptable opinion of myself, which has had q pernicious influence on nme 
through life. The above remark is not intended to disparage ny parent, but 
to show the inpropriety of treating their children in such o manner as to 
induce some to think more highly of themselves than they ought to think, and 
others to entertain so low an opinion of theriselves os to deprive then of 
that manly, boldness which is easentiol to qualify for a respectable inter- 
tourse with socicty. 

But to return to my narrative, about the time of the Declaration of 
Independence, when I wos eleven years old there was nuch stir about 
mustering and enlisting soldiers for the army and a martial spirit per- 
vaded the whole mass of people around me. This spirit of patriotisn 
communicated itself generally to boys about my age and I partook of a 
liberal share of it. There was nothing I desired more than to go into the 


army. This dcsire continued until I got cured of it in actuol experience. 


6 aa eee cae acc ace Aan = - 2 eee 
aoe 
i 
reer a ne aca 
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met cee ere Use a vf 


ae well grown for my oye, being as heavy at seventeen as at any period 


- of my life. About four months before I became sixteen my father was drafted 


to serve three montns of military duty ond I insisted upon taking his place, 
to which he consented. Preparation was made, the day to set out came and 1 
in company with my father repaired to the plnce of rendezvous. It was late 
in the evening before we got in notion but at lenght the line of march was 
formed and we took the road, but had not procecdcd two or three hundred yards 
when my father came along and took me out of ranks and put o substitute in 

my place. The disappointment was so great that it affected me to tears. 
However, in the course of that year my curiosity was gratified, for in 

May following I was enrolicd. In August following Cornwallis, who commanded 
the British troops in Virginia, fortified himself in Yorktown and the 
Virginia militio was colled out en masse to nssit in capturing hin. Accord- 
ingly in Septerber 1781 two companies from Curiberland County met at Skipwith's 
Mill on Appomattox River and crossing the river ot that place marched down 
the same on the South side, passing through Petersburg, continued on down the 
same to a place called Swan's Point. Here we halted for about two weeks, 


This place is nearly opposite to old Jamestown on the Northside of the 


hree niles wide. We then crossed the river and marched 
PL eta ted os 


SaPaE tally, beydaerde tips 


through Wilidonsburr ee on down to Yorktown, eight or ten niles below 
the TAtvee- panels Yorktown is as incosidernble place, built on an eminence 
contiguous to York River at the termination of which inmediotely on the 
river was the British fortifications. From hence ond for a considerable 
distance down the river sprend out a very extensive old field, very level 
‘and with not a tree, scarcely a bush or shurb. In this place the Americans 
carried on their operations. Except the storming of two redoudts and a 
skixmish with o foraging party on the other side of the river, where 
Tarleton cornmanded all the hostile operations, were carried on with cannon 
balls and borbshells. The service of the militia was hard, being employed 
in providing material for the breastworks and digging in the entrenchnents. 
But the men from the upper counties, wno had been accustomed to water as of 
the very best quolity and a country as heolth perhaps as any part of the 
Globe, become exceedingly sickly, so nuch s0 that at the time of the 
surrender out of the two companies that went from Cumberland, not more than 
seventcen or eightcen privates were found fit for duty. The disease was 
chiefly chile and fever ond dysentery. None of the men, however, fron 
Cunberlond died at the place. One died on his way hone and three or four 


died soon after their return, Next norning after the surrender of the 


Britis carrison a genernl reveiw wes pede ty the poysicien: emt rll wa 
; Ge! F 7 
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Wye \ 


‘yl tres - 
ore judged to be able were detained to guard the prisoncrs to Winchester (4 


* 
near the nountains of Virginia. After I was discharged I proposed to oa young 


man who lived with my father that yenr who was also discharged, to stay and 
see the British arry march out ond surrender in form, but he objected saying 
if we were found loitering about there we should probably te put to service 
ogain and compelicd to e6 to Winchester. This reconciled me to set out 

for hone, which I did, ond as bad as my health was, being under the influence 
of tha dysentery and chills and fever and reoched home in the latter part of 
October 1781. I should observe here that my father for several years during 
the war followed the card-making trade. This rendered it necessary to have 
blacksmith tools. By this meons I picked up the blacksmith trade and when 

I was in ny 19th year he put me to work ot that trade, at Cumberland Court 
House in company with John Mann, the tavern keeper with whori I boarded. I 

am far from censuring my father with bad motives in this arrangenent, but 
certainly if it had been his wish to ruin me he could scarcely have adopted 

o better plan. The morals of the people had of course become greatly re~ 
laxed in consequence of the war which had just closed and it was a place of 
resort for gamblers, horsethieves, ond all menner of dissipated ond abandoned 
character in the country round. And even ny londlord himself suspected of 
being connected with horsethieves. Often since when I hnve reflected upon 
that part of the history of my life I have been made almost to shudder at 

the though of the narrow escape I made of beings plunged into ruin and infany. 
And. I ascribe it to a gracious Providence that watched over me and not to 

any prudence or good qualities that were in me that I wos prevented, I think 
it was in the month of September that I went to that place and continued there 
till the latter pave of the following winter, when I became so disgusted 
with my way of living that I resolved to free myself fron it. But the nethod 
I took to accomplish it was a very unjustifiable one. There is no doubt 

but that I had gone to my father and told hin that I was tired of my way of 
living he would removed ne. But the only elternotive that presented itsclf 
to my mind was to run awny. I hod a horse of my own and without saying a 
work to any person about my intentions, I set out carly in the norning. I do 
not remember that I had any clothes with me except those I had on, os I went’ 
to father's every week to change clothes, Without an overcoat and not more 
than fifty conts in my pocket. My object was to go to an uncle of mino that 
lived in Cambell County about seventy nile distant to the West. The sane day 
that I started I think about noon it began to snow and continued snowin’; 

all that day ‘ph the greater part of the following night. I pursued ny 


journey through the snow till night, when I stopped for the night at a house 
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the road and the next morning, took a pair of silver slceve bottons out 
* of my Sleeves and left them with my host as a pledce for the paynent of ny 4 

bill on my return. I never redeemed them. The followin; night I reached 
the residence of ny uncle's oldest son, who was narried and lived not nore 
than eight or ten miles from my uncle. I was not disposed to be idle and f 
lost no tine in lookin;; for erploynent. In the neishhborhond of ny uncle 
lived o respectable blacksmith by the nane of Marshall, with him I encazed 
to work at the trade and was to receive one third of the profits of the 
shop. This would. have been better business than I ever got into while I 
renained in Virginia, for he had an extensive trade. But before I had tine 
to cornmence business there cane a young man after me fron my father. I 
judged 1t most prudent to return, though it was with considerable reluctance, 
This waa about the close of the winter of 1784. I remained with my fatuer 
that year and worked in the farm and the followin; year he set ne at liberty 
to work for myself. I then vent to Buckingham and set up a shop at a Mr. 
Cox's, who boarded me and found o striker and we divided the profits equally. 
The next year which wos the last of my residence in Virginia, I boarded at 
my father's and carricd on business upon wy own footing. On the 22nd day 
of May I was twenty-one years old and TI began to feel an inclination to 
travel and obtain a nore extensive acquaintance with the world. There was 
at that tine a youn, nan in the neiglboriood whose nane was Jones Bradley, 
raised near by father, who had resided a year in Burke County in the State 
of Georgia and had purchased a tract of land in that county and had returned 
to Virginia to «ct his legacy his father being dead. With him I resolved 
to travel to the State of Georgia and accordingly on the 30th day of 
Noveriber, 1786 I took leave of my relations and acquaintances and ny native 
county and set out in company with the said Jones Bradley and his younger 
brother, David, and arrived at the said Bradley's intended residence on the 
first day of January, 1787. My plan was to be absent two years and then 
return to ny native place. But subsequent events deronstrated that the course 
which an Allwise Providence had marked out for me was very different fron 
that which I had marked out for myself. I was now cast upon the world in 
a strange country without friends and Gichout noney. The times were hard 
and rioney was scarce, so much so that no kind of labor that a man could 
perform would cormand it. Hence I found it impossible to get into any kind 
of profitable business and wos compelled to resort to farming, but previous 
to engaging in that line of business I undertook to drive o wagon to Savannah 
for a man whose nane was Cawthorn. I put ny nare in to nake up the tcar. 
She wos a wild and scary creature and caused the tenn to run away with the 
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Pit niles above Savannah near o place cauied UnNUroKee natte vuBL aruva : 
we had got the horses stopped two men came along and stopped. One of then ( 
wos Peter Stoner, who lived at the above mentioned place and the other was 

a traveller who said he lived in North Carolinn. On learning the particulars 
of our adventure, the traveller bantered me for a swap. Being in the right 
nood for a trade we soon cane to an agreement and I got a horse which if he 
had not be a dead horse would have been worth as mich at least as my mare. 

It being late in the evening we drove on the Stoner's house and stopped for 

a night and put our horses in a field. Next morning when I went to gather 
then up I found my horse lying down and it was with difficulty that I got 
hin.up. However, I vot hin to the camp but he refused to eat. Fortunately 
we had a spare poney along, which we put in the place of mine, and went on, 
leaving mine there in care of a negro man and the following night he dicd. 
Under these circumstances, I found nyself in a folorn condition, in a land 

of strangers and without friends nearer than Virginia, destitute of money 
except for one half dollar and out of employment. After my return fron 
Savannah I went to board with an old man cn Burchard whose nane was Jolnston 
and who had a blincksnith's shop. I thinking to make sonething in that way, 
was disappointed, for I had no striker and the prospects were not good. I 

. accepted o proposition of the old, man to. work in his farm as o cropper. He 
had a negro mon and a nexro woman and his land was Good, but season being 
unfavorable, we made but a moderate crop, It is proper to remark here that 
in the fall of the year 1786 o treaty was concluded between the State of 
Georgia and the Creck Indians, in which the latter ceded to the former the 
land lying between the Ogeeche and Oconer Rivers. This territory was settled 
by the whites, though sparsely the ensuing winter. But many of the Indians, 
being dissatisfied with their chief had done beyon the following spring to 
kell the settlers. In Septeriber of that year a draft was made to the nilitia 
of Burker County and it fell ny lot to go into service. The object of the 
expedition was to march to Carr's Bluff on the Oconee ond build a fort. The 
object was accomplished in thirty days a snall party of light horse fron 
Agusta Joined us cormanded by John Peter Wagson, whorl our Colonel Willian 
Clermer appointed birnnde major. When we arrived within 12 or 13 niles of 
our first point of destination, three of Wagson's lighthorse being sone 
distance ahead of the main body, were suddenly attacked by a small party of 
Indians, who were concealed in the head of o canebreak in which Willian 
Franklin, tbe only brother of the highly esteered George Franklin, a well 
known Baptist preacher of the state of Georgia, was killed and Willian Porters 
from Asusta severely woundcd. After burying the dead we pursued our march 


and the revt dav orrived at Corn's Blut, While we were stationed here sone 
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ceding day the Indians pursued the wounded until they came in sight of the 
nmpin body of the whites who at the report of the “uns were hastening to the 
scene of attack and as soon as the Indians cane in sight it appeared to ne 
that the whole brignde with a few exceptions were struck with a panic. A 
halt was ordered and the Indians halted within about 150 yards of us and 
stood there a considerable time, firing at ue and a few of our men fired at 
then, but there was no more damaye done on either side. This spirit of 

fear that cane upon our men on this occasion abode with then through the 

rest of the expedition or at least till we had secured ourselves in a fort. 
It wag concluded that we were not provided with tools sufficient to — 
mence our work and waited about o week for a supply, during which tine we 
were in a continual state of alarm. There was scarcely a night but some of 
the sentinels would see or hear Indians creeping avout then and would fire off 
their guns and run to tne camp. At length it happened that o sentinel that 
was placed at a large pine was shot at in the nicht by an Indian, and another 
who wos not far from hin heard the Indian sun off and fired at hin and 
presently another sentinel in another direction fired and ran in ond reported 
that he heard something crawl in the leaves that he supposed to be an Indian. 
urse produced a sreat stir. The guard was reinforced and 
“double sentinéla wre" placed out and orders given that half 
the men should keep awake all night. it was confidently believed that the 
Indians were hovering; around in considerable numbers and about daybreak 
would make an assault, in order therefore to be prepared for them we were 
paraded a little before day and formed in order of battle. In the meantine 
sone wolves not far off set up a howl and nunbers of the men at first though! 
it was the yelling of the Indians. However, daylight came and no Indians 
appeared. So we were dismissed. Now it is necessary to account for the cause 
of a11 this hubbubd and confusion and it was simply as follows: Hiring sub- 
stitute themselves and they concerted o plan to increase their waves by 
increasing the fears of the people. Their names were Danierl Eubanks ond 
John Draper. Eubanks was placed on sentry at the big pine snd Draper waa 
Placed about seventy yards from hin. About nidnisht the latter left‘his post 
and went round in the rear of Eubanks and both of then fired almost rere 
taneously, Draper tien ran back to his post and hastily loading a cun fired 
again. No person except the parties concerned had o doubt but that the 
Indians had done it, When we were discharged these non divulged the secret. 
in consequence of being exposed to 80 much danger it wos determined to wait 


no longer for a supply of tools, but to sat nbout building the fort 


inmediately which we did on the sase day. The fort was four square constructed 
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mummy consisted of four incomplete companies and we had but a few tools but vA 
one company wrought it a time and each completed its wall in the daye In 
four days we found ourselves ina place of security uninterrupted by olorns,. 
But we did not lon; enjoy our asylum before we found ourselves in distress 
for want of provisions. We had plenty of beef but we had no salt to season 
it with or bread to eat with it. This was counted hard living, so rnuch so 
that it produced a mutiny. The men consulted tormether ond determined to 
evacuate the fort and return home, Now shortly after the arrival of the Bluff 
the Colonel returned home to be present at the confinement of his lady and 
left the conmand to major Wagsone When the intention of the nen became known 
to the Major he had us paraded and persuaded us to remain till a relief which 
was falked of arrived. This we refused to do. He then proposed that if we 
would remain two days and the Colonel failed to come in that time he would 
consent and we would all march together, The tine expired and the Colonel 
did not come, so we all left the fort and commenced our journey honewards. 
During my absence Mr. Johnston sold his lend on Buckhead ond removed to 
Edisto in South Carolina. Consequently I was left destitute of money and of 
friends that were willing to offord me the least ossistance. My share of the 
corn amounted to about 125 busbels which I put into a crib and left the 
settlement. I had purchased a pony of small vaiue intendin,, to improve it as 
I found myself able until I could get in possession of o horse that I could 
afford to ride back to Virginia, In view of the present situation I was at 

a loss to know what course to take but I came to the conclusion that I would 
go to Augusta ond try to get into some kin@ of business there, but not 
Bucceeding I went up to o little village called Bedford, four niles above 
Agusta, where I found a certain man named Paul Coldwill, a blacksmith, who 
was working at the trade in that place, To hin I hired myself for a tern 

of four nonths. We boarded with a Mr. John Rodes, At the end of the first 
month Caldwell proposed to me to work with hin upon shares, which I did and 
as our board was hich and our accomodations bad we concluded to build a shop 
with an apartment ot the end of it and buy our provisions and cook then 
ourselves. We slept at the widow Rodes the nother of our late landlord. We 
had a liberal share of custon during the season for cropping, but I becane 
BO tired of ny mode of living and so discusted with the filthiness of ny 
nessmate that I determined to dissolye nyself fror) hin and seek other 
employnent. Wishine to improve my education, I concluded to turn ny 
attention to school teaching and made an effort in that neighborhood but did 
not succesd in setting a school. Soncbine efter I vent to Bedford, Willian 
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my washing done. In July following he became weary of this employment 
and determined to return to Rocky Confort from whence he cane. He expressed 
on opinion that I could get a school in his mother's neighborhood and invited 
ne to go with hin. I agreed to do this, and soon made up a school of sone- 
thing like twenty scholors. This was my introduction into the Powell of the 
Martha Powell, to whose second daughter, Sarah, I became subsequently united 
in marriage. The second school was composed principally of children whose 
parents had fled from the purchase for fear of the Indians to the old 
settlements and sot into vacant houses, wherever they could find then, As 
times had becore peacable at the expiration of the quarter in consequence of 
which my schoold could not be continued. Being out of employment I went 

down to Rocky Creck ond engavsed in farming with Willian Edwards in the 
neighborhood of Waynesborough. He had three hands and we made some tobacco 
for market, which we sold the following autunn in Savannah and when I re- 
turned I worked at the blacksmith shop three rionths and boarded at Mr. 
Edward's. As the people were not willing to promise money for work I azreed 
to take bacon, which I collected and sold in Aurusta at four pence a pound. 

I then bartered my corn for Rum and bought about ten pounds sterling worth 

of goods from a merchant in Waynesborouch at his sugmestion on a credit and 
in April 1790 set out peddling and retailing in the new purchase and it was 
not long before I got through my stock in trade ond he had but little to 

show for ite I now went to Big Creek of the Oconne and contracted to build 

a hewed los house for which I received a youn; horse. I cornmenced the work . 
in August and conpleted in about the first of January 1791. The horse I 

got from Dowdie, whose house I built, was not such a one as I wanted to ride 
back to Virsinia and a short time before the house was finished I exchaned 
hin for one that pleased me well and gave considerable boot but in the course 
of about Scuntg fous hours after I got hin he was stolen from me and I never 
recovered him. I was now apparently as far fron being in a condition to 
return to Virginia os at any period of my residence in Georgia. xe floor 
only was wanting to complete the house I was building and I had it to saw 

by hand or purchase, the latter of which I resolved on ond went to a saw mill 
sone twenty miles above Dowdies! and contracted for the planks, for which I. 
agreed to pay corn and I paid for the corn by making shoes in the neighborhood 
of the mill and hired a man to haul it to the place. Havinz finished ny job — 
for Dowdie I had to look out again for employment. The Waynestorouzh debt 
wos still hangins over me and White, the merchant to whom it was due had been 
to see me on the subject. As the payment of it in money appeared to be out 
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Ln) and followed the business till about the first of June. The ramye was 


good, milk was plentiful and I agreed to take butter for my labor. At the 
end of the term of work I collected my butter, borrowed o cask and carried it 


to Waynesborougsh and paid my debt. 


When ny horse was stoel from me as above mentioned, I had an old horse 
left of but little value. By paying the difference I exchanged hin for one that 
I thought I could start to Virginia on. But I was destitute of money to bear 
ry expenses nor was this the most formidable obstacle in the way of ny coing 
at that tine. Durning the time of my boardins at Mrs. Powell's in 1788 I began 
to feel an attachment for her daughter, Sarah, an attachnent which radually 
incre&sed from that to the day of her death. Not withstanding, from a fancied 
disparity of families it was on long time before I could obtain my own consent 
to marry her. But at length finding it impossible to set my affections on any 
other woman I became willinz to marry her and now I found no little difficulty 
in gaining her consent. However, I succeeded ond I could not reconcile it 
with my feelings to return to Virginia till after that union was consumated, 
which took place on the seventh day of July 1791. My mother in law save me a 
small tract of land adjoining her own. It was unirproved and I cormenced 
building a house immediately and by hard and constant labor I completed it by 
the first of October and on the 7th day of that month I sot under way to ny 
native place, havin, been absent five years lacking a little less than two 
months. When I bezan in the world I possessed but a very smoll portion cf 
even the necessaries of life. My wife's family wos poor and able to do but 
very little for me. My parents though they were able to afford me assistance, 
were five hundred miles off and the character of the times was unfavorable for 
a man in ny situation to accunulate. When I went to Virginia as above stated 
my parents gave re a tolerable good horse, a bed, a chest, a pot, some table 
furniture, etc. And as one of his neighbors was making preparations to nove 
to Georgia and needed a horse to complete his team, I agree with hin to put 
in one of mine for the privilege of putting those articles in his wagon. In 
consequence of this arrangement I was absent from hone more than eleven weeks. 
In the lnotter part of December I orrived nt Wires Powell's ond inmediately got’ 
into my new house and cormenced housekeepin;;. But I was destitute of provisions 
of every kind ond had no noney to purchase with. The best alternative I could 
think of was to rent a set of blacksmith tools and follow that business in the 
present emerzency, which I did and by that means procured provisions to support 
ny fartiv. Under the impression that my Lond wan ton poor te justify an ez- 
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2 tos 
Rocky Comfort. I had now o prospect of much hard labor to perform for al- 


though there was much hard labor to perform on the preriises there was as much 
open land as I was aule to cultivate. However, there was no house and alnost 
no fencing on it. At the time of removal I had not fully recovered froma , 
severe spell of the fever. But I set to work with o ood resolution, built 

me a cabin, made rails and feneed my plantation in due time. My lond had teen 
cultivated long enough to be nearly exhausted, but it had been saci several 
years so that it amply rewarded me for my labor the first year, but the 
following year proved to be a remarkably wet season marked by many unusually 
heavy rains which carried off the soil. So it was over after rendered unfit 
for cultivation. I had not lived many years on this place before it became 
obvious that there would be a necessity for me to provide a better situation 
for farming. My family was fast increasing and there was but a small portion 
of my land that was worth cultivation. Wherefore after remainin; on it ten 
years IT sold it and settled ona tract of land which I purchased fron 
Ignatious Tew, as agent of his brother, Willian Tew, of New York, lying on 
Rocky Confort a little below Uptin's Bridge. On this place there were no 
buildings of any kind and but little cleared land and that was much worn, 
However, erroneously believing that I was settled for life, I built me a good 
frar) dewlling house with brick chimneys and 911 the necessary outhouses, raised 
orchards, elenrdd land and put my plantation in to a state of execllent in- 
provement. By the time I had accorplished these objects I became convinced of 
ny mistake in supposing that I was settled for life. For though my land was 
reasonably productive, it was hard to clear and lyin; rollins. I wore out 
about as fast as I could clear it. Finding that necessity would corel me to 
nove within a few years I concluded I could not do it too soon, for ry own 
benefit. About tnis time the Indians' claim to the land lyiny between the 
Oconee and the OcMulree was extinzuished by the General Governnent and was 
divided by the government of the State of Georgia into tracts of 202 1/2 acres 
to each head of o family by lot and tl:ough there was about twelve or thirteen 
blanks to one prize, it proved to be a fortunate shower and a tract of land 
fall to my lot in Baldwin County on the water of Murder Creek. I found it to be 
about one half of an excellent quality and sufficiently level, the other half 
was inferior in quolity ond quite rocky. There was no water on it although 
there was a good spring within a few rods of the line. The fertility of the 
land was a stron: temptation to me to settle it. But when I care to corpare the 
advantazes with the disadventages I found that 1t had nothing to recormend it 
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ert tine be settled up by a dense population, a large proportion of which 


would probably be slaves. It was incomuvenient to market ond olthough the 
grass was then (in July) tall enouzh to wet ones feet on horseback if the dew 
were on it, I knew that in a short tine there would be scarcely a spear of 
Grass to be found in the country outside of the plantotions. These con- 
siderations determined me to renain in the section of country I then lived 

in and I sold ny lot for $600.00 and bought a plantation a little higher up 
the creek, for which I gave $850.00 and sold the place I then lived on for 
$700.00 after residing on it seven years. By the last mentioned removal I 
was in possession of productive land which was level ond lasting. But like 
all other places it had ite inconveniences. It was divided by the creek and 
nearly all the lgnd that was worth cultivating lay on the opposite side of 
thacenben from my settlement. In consequence of this I had to be at the 
expense of keeping up a bridge. And occasionly in tines of high water we 
could not cross the creek even with the help ao bridge. Notwithstonding, 
these objections, I think it probable that I should have remained there if 

I had not been influenced by a desire to promote the interest of my faonily. 
The number of my children amounted to ten, the last two of whor were born 
here and I saw no prospect of then being provided with lnnd in the state of 
Georgia. This consideration was the occasion of sone dissatisfaction of mind 
and produced an inclination to seek a country in which ny fomily would be 
Placed in better circumstances. Accordinsly in the winter of 1815 ond 16 

I made an excursion south os far as the Alabama River in company with George 
and Stephen Grandberry and Willian Albritton. The part of that river which 
we explored extended past Claiborne to Theophilus Powell's (ny brother in law) 
some distance, about twenty or thirty miles down the river. After staying 
sone days at this place ond exploring, the Alabama came brenks we set out 
agoin and returned to Fort Cloiborne from whence we took the Federal road and 
travelled east as far os the Burnt Corn Sprinzs, where we left the road and 
travelled down that creck about eight miles, where we crossed the creek and 
came to a cabin that wes occupied by a Mrs. Herbert. Here we stopped for the 
night and next morning we bore eastward till we cane to the ridge dividing 
the water of Burnt Corm from those of Murder Creck, where we found a large 
pond surrounded by soric sightly looking land which has since becone the sight 
of a village called Bellville. From this place we took an Indian troil and 
pursued a north course till we came to a hollow of the rizht which we followed 
till we came to sone flat ground of the south branch of Murder Creek where 


we found excellent land and all being satisfied with the discoveries we had 
made ucese1 to eteer our cmrrac homeverd. Returnins to the little Indian path 
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10 o'clock P.M. we found ourselves in the Federal road near the Beach 
Springs. From the time we left the road at Burnt Corn until we came into it 
again at this place we saw no human being decape the Herberts, nor any sign of 
human labor. We reached home about the 10th of January 1816. Having inbived 
the spirit of emigration it continued with me and increased and finding that 
several of my particular friends in the neighborhood were under the influence 
of the same spirit, I made up my mind to leave the state of Georgia after re- K 
siding in it thirty-one years. In pursuance of the aforesaid resolution I 

made arrangements to remove and on the 12th day of November, 1817 with my 
family I accompanied Georze, Stephen, Seth and Moses Granberry and their families 
and two young men, William Albrittan and Allen Coward, and we began our journey 
to the new state of Mississippi, which was organized and admitted into the 
union the same year. We were delayed in starting much longer than we intended 
in consequence of the peculiar situation of some of the women of the company, 
which proved a great disadvantage to us. We undertook to bring our cattle with 
us, which also retarded our journey. But when we arrived at Barnett in the 
Creek Nation, we sold them for $11.00 per head to the Indians. After a 
tedious, uncomfortable journey of two months, including two weeks that our 
families stopped at the Chickasaha, we arrived at Leaf River. The design of 
stopping our families as above stated was that the heads of the families might 
go forward and select places for location. From there George, Stephen ond 
Moses Grandberry and myself advanced as far as Leaf River and Bowie and 
Okatomie and explored o part of those rivers and George Granberry purchased a’ 
quarter section with some improvements and the rest of us having taken numbers 
for entry, we all returned to our families. Stephen Granberry and William 
Albritten returned to St. Stephen's to enter the lands of which we had taken 
the numbers. But it was found that we had taken two quarter for me which had 
oircad’ been taken by someone else. Consequently when we arrived at the place 
of our destination I was destitute of a location, I built a camp for my 

family on o quarter section which Stephen Granberry had entered on the east 
side of Leaf River where Christopher Chappel now resides, where I remained 
thirteen days. In the meantime I was engaged in exploring the country in 
seareh of o settlement on which I could venture to locate myself permanently. 
But as oll] the land in those parts that was worth entering and much that was 
not had been taken up no alternative was left me but to take a section of land. 
At length I heard of some lands on Bowie immediately above the fork entered 

by Ellison Moffet, which wos for sale and W. Albritton and myself intended to 


go and look at them and if we liked to purchase them jointly. Upon a very 
Jiethet ates: af She Land Fo dn tdea bo venture and we bourht them, These were 
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r which I left William Albritten take at the entrance ond I kept the rest. My 
land proved of a superior quality n large proportion of it teing fit for 
cultivation, but like nll other places it had its disndvontayzes to valancc 
against its advantages. It wos hemmed in on two sides by two smnll rivers 
which were frequently impassatle without a bridge and it was very difficult to 
at a bridge te stand. Tho close adjacent country wos low and flat so that it 
wos often difficult getting any distance from the house without meeting with 
water. The range which in the fork was indifferent at first had become quite 
exhausted so that it hnd become necessary to sell off my cattle or to remove 
them. The latter course I preferred, and after residing ot this place nearly 

thirteen years I sold it to Simeno Trovis ond removed to Station Creek in the aa 

northérn part of the same county (Covington) a distance of about twenty miles. 

My land here compared with thot which I had left of an inferior quality, but 

the situation of the country was day, pleasant and healthy and the range good 

so that my stock did well and increased. The neizhborhood in which I had 
located was laborin; under serious inconvenience for want of a mill which in- 

duced me to undertake the erection of one, which I accomplished ond for a 

while realized o moderate profit from it, but it was not long tefore othcr 


«pial, beaan, to e, built which so divided the custom that mine became unproduc- 
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tive. I aiso put o eottan-gin in opeeation fon which I received some profit. 
But finding my force too weak to give proper attention to these several branches 
of business and keep up my farm I resolved to establish myself on Leaf River ond 
attent exclusively to farminz. For this purpose TI purchased o tract of land 
containing 175 acres from Joshua Keys on the west side of the river where I 
now reside, two and onc half miles below Reddock's Ferry. Thus I have given a \" 
brief and imperfect sketch of my course through life which brings my narrative 
down to the eighty-first year of my age. I have raised ten children out of 
eleven that were born alive. The one that died being an untimely birth that 
did not live to see the light. 

Having in the foregoing sheets narrated the principal incidents of my 
life in a secular point of view I shall proceed to record the leading portions 
of my religious expericnce and carecr. With regard to a religious education, 
I had none, being raised under the influence of parents who had not been given 
a religious education, I was inordinately attached to the fashionable amuse- 
ments of the day and of the society with which I was surrounded. The standard 
of morals wos cxeecdingly low and like the rest-of the society with which I 
mengled there was no fear of God before my eyes. Nevertheless, from the age 
of nine or ten years I had serious and tormenting fears when reflecting on 


death and eternity. But these cannot be called the fear of God but rather the 
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of the moral lnw upon the conscience of men in general. These reflections 

have been, at times, so strong and powerful as to cause me to wish that I had 
never been created or that I had been o brute or a bird that did not possess 
imortality. But these convictions were trninsient and not very frequent. 
Towards the close of the year 1786 when I was in my 22nd year I left my native 
country and my father's house and came to the state of Georgia. My journey 
from Virginia to Georria terminated in Burke county on the first day of 

January 1787. In December that same year I went to Bedford, a villaze four 
miles from Augusta, at which place I remained till the following July. In the 
neighborhood of Bedford was a Baptist church known by the name of Reds Creek 
under the care of Lovelace Savidge. ‘To the mectings of this church I oaccasionly 
went Tor no other purpose than to see and be secn. I had been accustomed to 
hear preaching both by Baptist and Mcthodists from my infancy but never dis- 
covered any difference between their doctrinal principles. All preaching was 
alike to me. But in one of my visits to this church it was so ordered that 
Jephthah Vining was present on a visit to that church and for the first time 

in my life I heard the doctrine of election and so inconsistent and con- 
tradictory to every principle of reason did it nppear to me and so pernicious 
in its tendency that 911 the passions of my soul were cxcited and stirred up 

in opposition to it and I was exasperated to such o derree against the preacher 
that I felt prepared with o little encouragement to resort to violent means 
against his person. Hence I soon had a deep and settled prejudiee enainet 

the Baptist denomination in so much that I almost came to the resolution to 
never hear another Baptist preach. In July 1788 I left Bedford and went to 
Rocky Comfort and engaged in teachin; a school. JI boarded with Mrs. Martha 
Powell, who was o member of the Baptist church at Providence. In the following 
October Silas Mercer had on appointment to preach at that place. Through the 
persuasion of Mrs. Powell I was induced to go. I was also under the impression 
from his character that he was a man of too much sense to have adopted such 
abominable doctrines as I had heard Vining advance. But how greatly I was 
disappointed. He not only advanced the same sentiments but possessing talent 
superior to those of Vininz he was qualified to sect them forth in a plaincr 

and more striking point of view. Moreover every position he assumed was so 
effectively supported by scriptures, that in a great measure I was arrested 

and brourht to pause. About this time I had an inclination to read the 
scriptures, especicilly the New Testament and had become sufficiently acquainted 
with them to know whether those passayes which were quoted to prove any point 
of doctrine were correct or not. My prejudices against the doctrine of elec- 


44on somewhnt wenkened but still remained. About this tine olso the 
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Bppointed to attend to them were men of education, possessing popular talents 
ond polished language. Hence I was at firet much taken up with them and 
attached to them. ‘Their doctrinal views olso were perfectly congenial with 

my owne I had received the impression that God had a true church in the world 
and that there was but one true church, but in the midst of oll this cry of 
"Lo here" and "Lo thore" I was entirely at a loss to know which denomination 
had the best claim. My prejudices ogainst the Baptists would not suffer me to 
admit that they had the shadow of a claim. And by being much in company with 
the Methodist preachers I discovered things that diminished my confidence in 
them. In this state of suspense therefore I remnined until November, when I 
went to Providence to hear Silas Mereer again. It is proper for me to hear 
state that o difficulty existed in the church between two of the members, 
Chorles Gates, one of the pastors, an elderly man of long standing and hizhly 
esteemed as a pious and useful member of the church had dropped an expression 
which had hurt the members in general. They had labored with him to bring him 
to convicticn but without success. They resolved therefore to avail themselves 
of the assistance of Silns Mercer who had an appointment to preach at Providence 
on the First Sunday in Novenber. To this meeting I went os statcd above and 
after preaching the church formed in conference and the cnse wns taken up. 
After the necessary cxplanation one of the Members observed that Bro. Gates 
had hurt the feelings of the brothern and that he thought he ouzht to make 
some acknowledgement. The old brother was sitting on the deacons seat ond 
after a short pause he rose up deliberately and answered that it oppeared 

that the church could not get along without on acknowledgement and he had none 
to make ond seeing he was in their way he would ret out of it or words to that 
effect. He took his hat from the table, made a bow and bid farewell to the 
church and walked out of the house. At the time I was standing by the door 
attentively observing cverything that was said and done. I observed that 

the members of the church were much offected and many of them were in tears. 

I wondered at this and it created in my mind on inquiry what could be the 
cause. Why should they be so much concerned about the loss of so stubborn an 
old man. In the midst of their afflictions these two words of scripture 

"Love unfeigned" rolled through my mind with waeeas: force and power and 
Beened to be repented a number of times. The mystery was explained. I had a 
discovery of thats love of which I had never before had the most distant idea 
and to me it proved contagious. Fortunately I felt my affection run out to 
that people and from that time I felt on anxious desire to become as they were 
and to have a name and a place amoung them. Previous to that time I had never 


prayed. I hemnn now to have impressions to pray in secret and become more 
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" six months subsequent to the scene descrited above before I got on my knees 
in secret prayer. It is worthy of remark that from the time that I cot a 
view of divine love as existing among Christians toward cach other all my 
opposition and hostility to the doctrine of election vanished ond I received 
it cordislly together with all the leading doctrines of the gospel as Henaay 
the Baptists no far os I had become acquainted with them and this os I hope 
not merely os a speculative point of view but with a hearty approbation of 
the sovercignty of God which appeared to shine in them. I was now fully 
satisfied as to the question that had agitated my mind in relation to the 
true church, I had found it where I had lcast expectcd--among the Baptists. 
After I had prayed in secret as above related I felt quite comfortable and 
free from trouble for about three days. But then it occurred to my mind thot 
I was not converted and was therefore not ao fit subject to be numbered with 
the people of God either in this world nor in the world to come. This thought 
somewhat alarmed me and set me to inquiring what I should do in order to get 
converted. And the answer which my own judgement furnished me was I must pray 
oftener and more fervently. Such was my ignorance of the way of solvation 
that like the Jews of old I went about to establish my own righteousness, for 
I was totally ignorant of it. From the time thot I had that important dis- 
covery of the nature of christion love I greatly dclishted in hearing the 
gospel preached. I ovailed myself of every opportunity within my reach to 
hear the gospel preached by the Baptists. And this circumstance, owing to my 
ignorance of the true nature of conversion, I construed as very unfavorable to 
my case. I was under the impression that every person under conviction was 
in a constant state of deep distress arising from o sense of guilt and a 
tormenting fear of hell and the wrath of God. JI had no idea that a person 
under conviction could love God or the gospel or the people of God and under 
this view of the subject I was continually nm mystery to myself. That a 

great change had taken place in me I could not deny. I had lost my love of sin 
and had in a good decree forsaken the practice of it. I saw also a beauty in 
holiness and I felt my affection drawn out toward every person I met with if 
I hod reason to believe that they were the subjects of grace. But my idea of 
conviction, conversion ond in general of the operations of the Holy Spirit 
were so different from what they really ore that I could not regard myself as 
the subject of oa work of grace. Nevertheless I did not relax my efforts to 
become a christion but persevered in the use of every means that appeared 
likely to produce that much desired result. In that state of uncertainty, 
anxiety and struggling, I continued for six months after I began to pray in 


secret. By this time I had exhousted all my energies and had (os 1t would 
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my object ond it appeared to me that I was further from 4t thant was when” 


I first set out. I was deprived of all hopes of obtaining it by anything 

that I could do and I saw no ground upon which I could hope that the Lord 
would exercise mercy toward me. I viewed myself as o wrethced lost and 

ruined sinner. The question now was. Wheat shall I do. There I think the 
Tempter was permitted to come ond propose a parley. I scemed to have come 

to a point from which it wos impossible for me to advance forward and it 

wos suggested to me that I had better give myself no further trouble about 

it, but go back to the world and take my pleasure in sin as I formerly had 
done, for it was o1] the pleasure I had any right to expect or ever enjoy. 

I looked at it but a single glance oat my former habits and society was 
sufficient to decide me and the proposition was promptly rejected, for 

surely sin never appeared more odious to me at any stage of my life. The 

next proposition was that os I did not desire td go back and it was impossible 
for me to go sit still and content myself in the state I was in and ncither 
try to go forward nor backward. This plan also was repented, for if I sat 
still I wos sure not to obtain my object. At this juncture the case of the 
poor leprous men ot the gate of Samario mentioned in the book of Kings occurred 
to me and I thoucht there wos a great likeness between their case and mine. 
They reasoned that if they went back into the city they would die of famine 
and if they sat still in the gate they would dic. They merely therefore re- 
solved to cast themselves into the honde of the Syrians, their enemine, con- 
sidering that there wos o bare possibility thot they might save them and if 
not they could but die. Upon these reflections I was led to form the resolu- 
tion that I would live as clear of sin as I possibly could and if it was my 
unhappy lot to be sent to hell (and I saw no other prospect) I would go there 
with as little sin as possible, And I determined to perform every duty that 

I understood to be such without expecting to merit anything by it and leave 
the event with God. Upon this I rose up (It was evening twilight) and went 
out to seek a place to pray in secret and when I found o suitable place I got 
on my knees but feeling that I was not low enough I prostrated myself with my 
face to the carth and instead of praying I wos absorbed in contemplation on 
the perfections of God. His justice, holiness, truth and unchanobleness were 
presented to my mind in o different light from what they ever had been before. 
And now I think it expedient to remark that notwithstanding I had heard the 
gospel preached regularly for nearly o year and had read much in the New 
Testament, I wos as ignorant of the way of salvation by Christ as if TI had 
nevcr heard his name. Hence under the views that I had of Cod as just 


inentioned I could not comprehend now it wos juseable Une t be could cove 
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these words broke into my mind, "Christ sitteth at the risht hand of Godmaking 

i. intercession". I then had a discovery of the satisfaction that Christ had made 

V/ for sin by his death and that through that sacrifice God could be just and 
unchangable in so doing. It seems os if I had lost sight of the object that 
brought me to the place for it was not until I had the ideas just described that 
I thought of praying. Immediately upon that view of Christ I began to pray 
to him to intercede for me. So limited was my acquaintance with the devices 
of Satan at that stage of my experience and such was my ignorance of the 
character of Christ, that I yielded to the suggestion that I was committing 
sin in praying to Christ instead of God. So I arose and returned to the House. 
And now my distress of mind continued ond were os pungent os it ever had been. 
But 1€ was of a different chorocter from what it had formerly been inasmuch as 
it was not attended with o sense of condemnation, but it arose from the total 
uncertainty I was in with respect to the nature of the change that had taken 
place with me. I could not admit that the impressions I had experienced was 
the work of the Holy Spirit. And in this state of suspense I continued for 
about two sienna At length, toward the close of the year 1790, I became con- 
firmed or nearly so in my opinion that no individual of the human family had 
ever been in a situation similar to mine. About this time I got under the 
impression that if I could converse with some experienced Christian I might 
obtain some relief. And here I will recall a circumstance which I have ever 
regarded as a special dispensation of Providence in the manner in which I 
obtained relief and the manner in which it was brought about. I was living at 
that time in the house of Henry Brazeale near the place where Sandersville now 
stands, then known hy the name of the White(Pond, Washington County. In that 
neighborhood there was but two Baptist professors and they were females. One 
of them was the wife of James Haynes, a man of the world. Mrs. Haynes seemed 
to be the individual that I had in my eye with whom I wished to converse. But 
I had but very slight acquaintance with Mr. Haynes and had never been at his 
house. Under these circumstances I feit a backwardness in visiting his family 
without an introduction. But it wos not long before the difficulty was removed. 
In January 1791, the Supreme Court held its session about three miles from 
Mr. Brazeales and having some business. with o mon that I expected to find there 
I rode to that place. On my arrival the first man I met with was Mr. Haynes. 
After the usual salutations he wanted me to go and see him and without hesi- 
tation I promised to do so. It was about a mile to his house and a few evenings 
after I walked over and found him busy cleaning a shoat he had just killed. He 
asked me to walk in to the house and take a seat by the fire saying he would 


be in himself shortly. Accordingly it was not long before he came in and after 
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they had neither child nor servant. I began soon to feel the disappointment 
for I felt a delicacy under tho elscumseances in entering into conversation 
with her. After sitting o little while mute Mrs. Haynes prepared ao bed on 
the floor before the fire and observed to me that whenever I felt desposed 
to lie down there was a bed. As I walked out I discovered o little book on 
the shelf over the door which I took down and opened and read the title. It 
was Grace Abounding to the Chief of Sinners. The title of the book made an 
unusual impression upon my feelings and I took it to the fire and read part 
of the preface. I was so much interested that I applied to Mrs. Haynes for 
the loan of the book, which I obtained. So after reading the balance of the 
preface I put it into my pocket and went to bed. I arose early next morning 
and returned to my temporary residence and engaged in reading my book. And 
now, I must be allowed to say that it became manifest that all those 
seemingly trifling incidents which are connected with this port of my cx- 
perience were the results of an oll wise and gracious providence, desisned 
to deliver me from the long state of anxious suspense I had been in and to 
enable me to recognize my character as ao subject of grace. It so pleased the 
Lord as I hope to accompany my reading with divine light and the application 
of the Holy Spirit so that before I had read the book through I seemed to be 
changed into another man. The perplexity of the question of singulority was 
solved for I discovered so many points of my experience that corresponded 
with Bunyan's exercisea that having no doubt but that he wos a Christian I 
could not doubt that I was also o Chrisitan. All the promises of the cospel 
that I understood to be such applied to my case and seemed as if they had 
been specially intended for my benefit and these views of my interest in the 
savior were accompanied with joy unspeakable and full of glory and I was 
inclined to think that surely the Lord never had wrought with any sinner in 
so beautiful a way os he had with me. I had long had fellowship with the 
church but for want of fellowship with myself had not united with it. But 
now every impediment was removed and J had not a doubt but that it was ny 
privilege and in the month of March 1791 I was baptized by Rev. Thomas ereee 
in Rocky Comfort ond admitted as a member of the Boptist church. I remained 
a member until the year 1806, when the church at Fellowship was sect off from 
it. I became a constituent member of that church. It is not my purpose to 
cive a detailed statement of my temptations and conflicts as oa professor of 
religion. It is sufficient to say that my cause through life has been rough 
or it has appeared so to me. Many and weight have my doubts with reference 
to my gracious state insomuch that T have been brought more than once to the 


very verge of despair. And although I was never called to account by the 
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erved it. I shall proceed now to give a brief narrative of my call to the 
ministry, and some of the principal incidents subsequently connected with it. 
In the winter of 1803-4 o partial religious excitement took place in my 
neighborhood. Christians were aroused ond stimulated to active exercise in at~ 
tending religious duties. They set up a regular weekly evening prayer meeting 
from house to house. I also participated in the quickening; soul revival with 
which that section of the Lord's vineyard wos visited. About this time a 
surprising change took place in me in relation to the exercise of my mind. The 
scriptures opened to me in a manner that was quite new to me. And I hope I may 
say with truth in the words of :‘the evangelist, "The Lord opened my understanding 
that I might understand the geviptunae' I had hitherto considered myself 
so fax. from possessing naturally any gift that vould qualify me for public 
speaking that it scemed to me that it was hardly possible for me to make a 
preacher. At any rate, I felt assured that the Lord never intended that I 
sbould be a preacher or he would have bestowed on me better natural quolifi- 
cations. I had-never performed any public religious exercise except praying 
a few times at the prayer meetings. However, the beauties and glories that were 
unfolded to me in the oracles of God inspired me with o desire to discover to 
others what I saw myself that they might be partakcrs of the benefit. Hence 
when we assembled at the prayer meeting I usually took part in the services 
and my custom was to read a chapter or part of © chapter and give my views on 
what I had read, And it was not long before it came to my knowledre that my 
exercise was accepted and in some degree satisfying to the brethern and it 
began to be whispered among them that I was going to make a preacher. The 
knowledge of these things awakened me to o serious reflection on the course 
I had been pursuing and when I came to take o view of it according to the 
understanding I had of the nature of preaching I could make nothing clse of it, 
for I considered exhorting the essence of preaching. This alarmed me for I 
had aovsociated nostly with a class of preacher who represent a call to the 
ministry to be in the nature of a miracle. The impression this conversation . 
on that subject made on my mind was that a man must have some supernatural 
manifestation of the will of God, something like o revelation from heaven to 
convince him that it was his duty to preach and moreover, that he must feel such 
a reluctance to it as olmost prefer death to engaging in the work. JI found 
myself totally destitute of all these evidences of call and was ignorant enough 
to conclude that I had never been guilty of grievous crime in what I had al- 
ready done. The result was that I determined not to open my mouth again in 
public until I obtained new evidence that I was called to preach the gospel. 


In accordance with this resolution I enforced silence on myself for a consider- 
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resigned to forbear or to go forward according to his will for I felt nothing 
of that reluctance which I had heard so much stress placed upon as a necessary 
evidence but having a desire to be useful was willing to do anything the 

lord might see cause to call me to. But I was restless and dissatisfied. Not 
daring to go forword and yet fearing I might be out of my duty, nor could I 
cet my revelation from heaven to decide my doubtful case. At length it oc- 
curred to me that the scriptures contained all the information that was 
necessary to instruction as to my duty I turned to them. After searching some- 
time T rame to thut passage in Peter which says, "As every man hoth received 
the gift of salvation even minister one to another as good stewnrds of the 
manifold grace of God". The explanation that I cave to this passage whether 
right-or wrong was: If God bestows a gift on any person it is not for that 
person's sake that he bestows it but for the benefit of the church and if he 
withholds the rift he defrauds the church out of her right. The question now 
to be decided was whether the Lord had given me a cift or not. I though a 
view of my past experience left no doubt on the subject. And now the duty 
appeared plnoin before me and resumed my exercises. On this the third Sunday in 
May 1804 we had a prayer meeting at Mr. Granberry's and I was there to 

toke a part and prench. At the coming, conferance on motion of Moses Granberry 
it was resolved that the young gift in the church should be required to exe 
ercise those sifts for the edification of the church and for the purpose the 
first Sunday in July was appointed. There were two other individuals who were 
exercising in public, namely Green Borden and Peter, a slave belonging to 
Joseph Price, neither of whom appeared at the appointed time, From motives 

of duty and a desire to have the judgment of the church in my case I attended 
and preached. When the services of the day were closed the male members of 
the church withdrew and after a short consultation sent for me and stated to 
me that they were satisfied with my cift and that I was at liberty to preach 
wherever my lot micht be cast without restriction. I remained in this church 
till 1806, when myself and a number of others were assembled to form the 
Fellowship church. Elder Saul Willis an old preacher late from N.C. was 

amony the constituents of that church. He was o plan, zealous and uprivht man 
but it appears to have been the opinion of the church that his gift was not 
such os to qualify him for the pastorial office and therefore they were not 
willins to call ae it and they felt a delicy in calling me over his head 
as I was a youn: preacher. So they prudently called us both jointly as 
copasters. In this situation we seater about a year. Elder Willis re- 
moved to Columbin county and became pastor of New Solem church. I was then 
regarded as the sole pastor of Fellowship church in which station I remained 
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€hurch at Fellowship enjoyed a precious season of retresnimy, wiacn Conese 
x ror’ about two yeors during which time there wos oddcd by baptism, I think, 

* between seventy and cishty members. They ordained two preachers, roised up 
in this church, John Martin and George Cumminzs. The former had joined the. 
church by letter of dismission. The inter wos a fruit of the revial. It is 
not to be wondered at that omon; such a multitude of material that was brought 
in to build up the church there was to be found some “wood, hay, and stubble”, 
for after the revival subsided a number who had professed to be the disciples 
of Christ went back and walked no more with us. Among the members one whose 
general information and influence in the church quolified him to be the most 
mischievous individual that I have ever had any acquaintance with, And this 
because he adopted and pursued in his violent opposition to the principle of 
contributions to the support of the gospel threatened for a time total des~ 
truction of the church, and as he had drawn awoy to his sentiments a majority 
of the church it precluded the possibility of ruling him by the discipline of 
the church. Under these circumstances I felt it to be my duty to defend a 
sacred principle which was invaded and was in danger of being trodden under 
foot, although by so doin; I incurred the Shchavitanie and unjust censure of 
some of the members of the church os being influenced by motives of self- 
interest. I shall now have reference to a few incidents which are connected 
with my ministey in Mississippi. 

Among, the families that emigrated with me to this state there were ten ji 
members of the Baptist church who were white and one colored male and four 
white females. In the month of October 1818 being joined by a few others 
who had settled in the same section of the country, we were constituted into 
a church with the assistance of Elder J.A. Watts and John Jackson and adopted 
the nome of Providence. Shortly after I accepted the call of the church to 
become the pastor. I continued with them under that designation twelve years 
until I removed from Station Creek. I continued however to attend that church 
os a supply until the end of the year 1840, when I was disabled from labor by 
reason of affliction. The length of time that I ministered to the church at 
Providence was twenty years, during which time I baptised on an averale of 
about one per annum. It is proper to say that thie does not include those re- 
ceived at an orm of the church established at Leaf River, some fifteen miles 
above Providence. I shall give a brief etatement of my labor with this im- 
portant branch of Providence church. In the year 1823 I received a cali to 
preach at John Coulters in whose neighborhood the said branch was recently 
founded. In compliance with the request of some of the settlers at that place 


TI left an appointment to preach nt a school house where Jesse N, Roberts wes 
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ving. Finding that the few Baptists in the settlement ond also the citizens 
generally were desirous of having the gospel preached among them I was in- 
duced to set up a regular stated meeting in o vacant house and they built a 
large ploce for worship and furnished with o pulpit and seats and appropriated 
it to the use of the Baptists and Methodists Jointly. The church also es- . 
tablished a branch here by grantin; to the few Baptists members that belonsed 
to it the privilexe of receiving candidates when I was present with them. 
We had two days meeting in each month but with little success. By this time 
the population was increased considerably but the coldness and indifference 
to the things that accompany salvation also increased gradually until at 
lencth the meeting; house was almost deserted except by the few members of the 
church. And so discouraging wos the prospect that in the autumn of 1827 I 
forméd the resolution to abandon my labor at that place at the expiration of 
that year and bestow them where there was o better prospect of bein useful. 
But at November meeting encouraging symptoms appeared. The convregation was 
larger both days and an unusual sense of seriousness and attention to the word 
of God was manifested. This brought me to a state of hesitation but I con- 
cluded that the next meeting which was the last in the year would enable me 
to decide as to the propriety of withdrawing. Accordinzly the next mecting 
offorded abundant proof that the lord had begun to pour out his apirit 
upon the inhabitants of the vicinity and at each succeeding meeting the 
interest mepensee throughout the winter. As yet no fruit appeared dor did 
there appear any until April meeting when five persons were received and 
baptised. Thenceforward for two years with very few exceptions more or less 
-were received at every meeting. At length it was judged expedient to or-~ 
ganize the church and the members obtained letters of dismission for that 
purpose. In compliance with the unamimous call of the church I consented to 
take the name of the Pastor and continued in that capacity ti11 I was rendered 
incapable of ministering to the church by reasons of affliction. | The church 
received the name of Leaf River and for seven years crew and prospered and 
increased in numbers until it became at once time the largest church in the 


Leaf River Association. 
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of my birth and until I was in my thirteenth year followed the occupation 
of an overseer at which period he settled on land of his own which was 
unimproved. Hence it became necessary for me to confine myself to domest 
affairs. 

In bringing out a biographical sketch of my life, I would not have 
thought that I consider the history of my life sufficiently eventful to 
entitle me to distinction above the generality of my contemporaries, but 
impressed with the truth of the assertion of an inspired writer. That tt 
ways of man are not in himself, my principal object is to trace the leadi 
incidents of mv life with a special reference to that unseen hand that he 
ekpt me in existence and guarded my steps through all the scenes and 
vicissitudes of my earthly pilgrimage and this I do more for my own sake 
than for the benefit of any other person, hoping that a Hateospeetive vie 
of the goodness of Gog to me will be a means of inciting my gratitude to 
Him who has so often supplied my want and protected me from evils which 
without His interposition must have proved fatal to me. It also if 
sanctified to that end be of some use to children and other friends who 
may chance to peruse it after I shall have ceased to be on the stage. of 
life. To them the following lines are dedicated. 

I have no means of tracing my pedigree further than to my paternal 
and maternal grand mothers and fathers. My father's father whose name 
was Jeffery flotextson when he began in the world settled in Chesterfield 
County in Virginia on the south side of the James River some twenty-five 
miles from the city of Richmond: ‘His settlement contained 105 acres of 
land, on which he lived and died at the age of seventy-five, after raisi 


eight children. At his death was possessed of few slaves. My mother's 
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father, George Norvell, was a citizen of Hanover County on the North sic 
of the James River, twelve miles from Richmond: He was tolerably wealtr 
but being opposed to her marriage he never gave my mother anything but a 
negro girl. 

There was sa interval of six or seven years that I did not go to = 
In this time I had forgotten all that I had learned in my previous years 
at school, except reading, in which branch of education I had improved, 
having always from the time I learned to read had a taste to reading. 
When I arrived at the age of about fifteen I began to feel the need of a 
education and set about improving myself in writing and arithmetic witho 
any instructor except a book, entitled "The Young Man's Companisat: 
Subsequently, I had an opportunity of going to school about six weeks in 
which time I learned more than all the schooling I had ever had before 
. put together. My father having but two sons of which I was the oldest, 
my brother being five years and five months younger than myself, mani- 
fested on all occasions a marked partiality for his younger son, who had 
received his own name, and treated me on iferior being, scarcely worth 
attention(as I thought). The consequence of this was that I imbibed a 1 
and contemptible opinion cf myself, which has had a pernicious influence 
on me through life. The above remark is not intended to disparage my 
parent, but ot show the impropriety of treating their children in such a 
manner as to deprive them of that manly, boldness which is essential to 
qualify for a respectable intercourse with society. 

But to return to my narrative, about the time of the Declaration of 
Independence, when I was eleven years old there was much stir about 


mustering and enlisting soldiers for the army and a martial spirit per- 
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vaded the whole mass of people around me. This spirit of patriotism 
communicated itself generally to boys about my age and I partook of a 
liberal share of it. There was not a thing I desjred more than to go 
into the army, and this desire continued until T got cured of it in actual 
experience. In Virginia boys at sixteen years of age enrolled for mil- 
itary duty. I was well grown for my age, being as heavy at seventeen 

as at any period of my life. About four months before I became sixteen 
my father was drafted to serve three months -of militia duty and I in- 
sisted upon taking his place, to which hec onsented. Preparation was 
made, the day to set out came and I in company with my father repaired 
to the place of rendezvous. It was late in the evening before we got in 
motion but at length the line of march was formed and we took the road, 


but had not proceeded two or three hundred yards when my father came along 


and took me out of ragds and put a substitute in my place. The disap- 


pointment was so great that it affected me to tears. However, in the cour 
of that year my curiosity was gratified, for in May following I was en- 
rolled. In August following Cornwallis, who commanded the British 

troops in Virginia, fortified himself in Yorktown and the Virginia militie 
was called out en masse to assist in capturing him. Accordingly in 
September,-1781, two companies from Cumberland County met at Skipwith's 
Hill on Appomattox River and crossing the river at that place marched 
down the same on the South side, passing through Petersburg, continued 

on down the same to a place called Swan's Point. Here we halted for about 
two weeks. This place is nearly opposite to old Jamestown, eight or ten 
miles below the latter place. Yorktown is an inconsiderable place, built 


on an eminence contiguous to York River at the termination of which 
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immediately on the river was the British fortifications. From hence 
and for a considerable distance down the river spread out a very extensive 
old field, very level and with not a tree, scarcely a bush or shrub. In 
this place the Americans carsicd on their operations, except the storming 
of the two redoudts and a skirmish with a foraging party on the other 
side of the river, where Tarleton commanded all the hostile operations, 
which were carried on with cannon balls and bombshells. The service of 
the militia was hard, being employed in providing material for the breast- 
works and digging in the entrenchments. But the men from the upper countie 
who had been accustomed to water of the very best quality and a country 
as healthy perhaps as any part of the globe, became exceedingly sickly, 
so much sc that at the time of the surrender out of the two companies 
that went from Cumberland, not more than seventeen or eighteen privates 
were found fit for Guay The disease was chiefly chills and fever and 
dysentery. None of the men, however, from Cumberland died at the place. 
One died on his way home and three or four more died S56n after their 
return. Next morning after the surrender of the pete Gees a general 
review was made by the physicians and all who were unfit for duty were 
discharged. I was among the number. Those who were judged to be able 
were detained to guard the prisoners to Winchester near the mountains 
of Virginia. After I was discharged I proposed to a young man who lived 
with my eirnee that year who was also discharged, to stay and see the 
British army march out and surrender in form, but he objected saying 
if we were found loitering about there we should probably be put to 
service again and compelled to go to Winchester. This reconciled me to 


set out for home, which I did, as bad as my health was, being under the 
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nfluence of the dysentery and chills and fever and reached home in the 
atter part of October, 1781. I should observe here that a deste for 
everal years during the war followed the card-making trade. This ren- 
ered it necessary to have blacksmith tools. By this means I picked up 
he blacksmith trade and when I was in my 19th year he put me to work at 
hat trade, at Cumberland Court House in company with John Mann, the 
avern keeper with whom I boarded. I am far from censuring my father 
ith bad motives in this arrangement, but certainly if it had been his 
ish to ruin me he could scarcely have adopted a better plan. The morals 
£ the people had of course bevome greatly relaxed in consequence of the 
ar which had just closed and it was a place of resort for gamblers, 
orsethieves, and aii wanner of dissipated and abandoned character in 
1e country round. And even my landlord himself suspected of being 
mnected with hens senteves: Often since then I have reflected upon 
lat part of the history of my life I have been made almost to shudder 
the thought of the narrow escape I made of being plunged into ruin and 
ifamy. And I ascribe it to a gracious providence that watched over me 
id not to any prudence or good qualities that were in me that I was 
‘evented. I think it was in the month of September that I went to that 
ace and continued there till the latter part of the following winter, 
en I became so disgusted with my way of living that I resolved to free 
‘self from it. But the method I took to accomplish it was a very unjusti- 
able one, There is no doubt but that had I gone to my father and told 


m that I was tired of my way of living he would have removed me. But 


e only alternative that presented itself to my mind was to run away. 


had a horse of my cwn and without saying a word to any person about my 
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intentions, I set out early in the morning. I do not remember that I 
had any clothes with me except those I had on, as I went to father's eve 
week to change clothes. Without an overcoat and not more than fifty cen 
in my pocket. My object was to go to an uncle of mine that lived in 
Cambell County about seventy miles distant to the West. The same day 
that I started I think about noon it began to snow and continued snowing 
all that day and the greater part of the following night. I pursued my 
journey through the snow till night, when I stopped for the night at a 
house on. the road and the next morning took a pair of silver sleeve butt 
out of my sleeves and left them with my host as a pledge for the payment 
of my bill on my return. I never redeemed them. The following night I 
ee the residence of my uncle's oldest son, who was married and live 
not more iii Sets or ten miles from my uncle. I was not disposed to 
be idle and I lost no time in looking for employment. In the neighborhor 
of my uncle lived a respectable blacksmith by the name of Marchall, with 
him I engaged to work at the trade and was to receive one third of the 
profits of the shop. This would have been better business than I ever gc 
into while I remained in Virginia, for he had an extensive trade. But 
before I had time tc commence business there came a young man after me £3 
my father. I judged iat most prudent to return, though it was with 
considerable reluctance. This was about the close of the winter of 1784. 
I remained with my father that year add worked in the farm and the follow 
year he set me at liverty to work for myself. I then went to Buckingham 
and set up a shop at a Mr. Cox's, who boarded me and found a striker 


and we divided the profits equally. The next year which was the last of 
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my residence in Virginia, I boarded at my father's and carried on business 
upon my own footing. On the 22nd, day of May I was twenty-one years old 
and I began to feel an inclination to travel and obtain a more extensive 
acquaintance with the world. There was at that time a young man in the 
neighborhood whose name was Jones Bcaalay, raised near by father, who had - 
resided a year in Burke County in the State of Georgia and had purchased 
a tract of land in that county and had returned to Virginia to get his 
legacy, his father welag<aeach: With him I resolved to travel to the 
State of Georgia and accordingly on the 20th day of November, 1786, I took 
leave of my relations and acquaintances and my native county and set out 
in company with the said Jones Bradley and his younger brother, David, 
and arrived at the said Bradley's intended residence on the first day of 
® January, 1787. My plan was to be absent two years and then return to my 
native place. But suksequent events demonstrated that the course which 
. an All Wise Providence had marked out for me was very different from that 
which I had marked out for myself. I was now cast upon the world in a 
strange county without friends and without money. The times were hard 
and money was scarce, so much so that no kind of labor that a man could 
perform would command it. Hence I found it impossible to get into any 
kind of profitable business and was compelled to resort to farming, but 
previous to engaging in that line of business I undertook to drive a 
wagon to Savannah for a man whose name was Cawthorn. I put my mare in 
to make a team. She was a wild and scary creature and caused the team 
to run away with the wagon twice in going down. The second instance of 
this kind occured about eight miles above Savannah near a place called 


Cherokee Hill. Just after we had got the horses stopped two men came 
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along and stopped. One of them was Peter Stoner, who lived in North 
Carolina. On learning the particulars of our adventure, the traveller 
bantered me for a swap. Being in the right mood for a trade we soon 

came to an agreement and I got a horse which if he had not been a dead 
horse would have Ueen worth as much at least as my mare. It being late 

in the evening we drove on to Stoner's house .and stopped for a night and 
put our horses in a field. Next morning when I went to gather them up 

I found my horse igfne down and it was with difficulty that I got him up. 
However, I got him to the camp but he refused to eat. Fortunately we 

had a spare pony akenge which we put in the place of mine, and went on, 
leaving mine there in care of a negro man and the follcwing night he 

died. Under these circumstances, I found myself ina fssierd condition, 
in a land of strangers and without friends nearer than Virginia, destitute 
of money except for oge half dollar and out of employment. After my 
return from Savannah I went to board with an old man on Burchard whose 
name was Johnston and who had a blacksmith's shop. I thinking to make’ 
something in that way, was disappointed, for I had no striker and the 
prospects were not good. I accepted a proposition cf the old man to work' 
in his farm as a cropper. He had a negro man and a negro woman and his 


land was good, but season being unfavorable, we made but a moderate crop. 


'It is proper to remark here that in the fall of the year 1786, a treaty 


was concluded between the State of Georgia and the Creek Indians, in whict 
the latter ceded to the former the land lying between the Ogeechee. arid 
Ocone Rivers. This territory was settled by the whites, though sparsely 
the ensuing winter. But many of the Indians, being dissatisfied with 


what their chief had done, began the following spring to kill the settler: 
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In September of that year a draft was made to the militia of Burke County 
and it fell my lot to go into service. The object of the expedition 
was to march to Carr's Bluff on the Oconee and build a fort. The object 
was accomplished-in erinky days a small party of light horse from Augusta 
joined us commanded by John Petex Wagson, whom our Colonel William Clemmer 
appointed brigade major. When we arrived within 12 or 13 miles of our 
first point of destination, three of Wagson's lighthorse, being some distar 
ahead of the main body, were suddenly attached by a small party of Indians 
who were concealed in the head of a canebreak in which William Franklin, 
the only brother of the esteemed George Franklin, a well known Baptist 
preacher of the State of Georgia, was killed and William Porters from 
Augusta severly wounded. After burying the dead we pursued our march and 
the next day arrived at Carr's Bluff. While we were stationed here some 
incidents occurred which perhaps deserve to be recorded. In the affair 
of the proceding day the Indians pursued the wounded until they came in 
sight of the main body of the whites who at the report of the guns oe 
hastening to the scene of attack and as soon as the Indians came in sight 
it appeared to me that the whole brigade with a few exceptions were struck 
with panic. A halt was ordered and the Indians halted within about 150 
yards of us and stood there a considerable time, firing at us and a few of 
our men fired at them, but there was no more damage done on either side. 

_ This spirit of fear that came upon our men on this occasion abode with 
them through the rest of the expedition or at least a. we had secured 


ourselves in a fort. It was concluded that we were not provided with 


tools sufficient to commence our work and waited about a week for a 


supply, during which time we were in a continual state of alarm. There 


pent avert: 
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was scarcely a night but some of the sentinels would see or h 
ereeping about them and would fire off their guns and run to - 

At length it happened that a sentinel that was placed at a lar 

was shot at in the night by an Indian, and another wo was not 

him heard the Indian run off and fired at him and presently anc 

tinel in another direction fired and ran in and reported that h 
someting crawl in the leaves that he supposed to be an Indian. 

things of course produced a great stir. The guard was reinforce 

the rounds, double sentinels were placed out and orders given th: 
tent should keep awake all night. It was confidently believed th 
Indians were hovering around in considerable numbers and about da. 
would make an assault. In order therefore to be prepared for then 
were paraded a little before day and formed in order of battle. I 
meantime some wolves HOt far off set up a howl and numbers of the r 
at first thought it was the yelling of the Indians. However, dayli 
came and no Indians appeared. So we were dismissed. Now it is nec 
to account for the cause an all the hubbub and confusion and it was 
simply as follows: Hiring substitutes to stand gurard was pretty co: 
amongst the soldiers. Now there were two men in particular that made 
it a business to substitute themselves and they concerted a plan to 
increase their wages by increasing the fears of the people. Their 
names were pander. Eubanks and John Draper. Eubanks was placed on sen 
at the big pine and Draper was placed about seventy yards from him. 
midnight the latter left nae post and went around in the rear of Euba 
and both of them fired almost simultaneously. Draper then ran back t 


his post and hastily loading a gun fired again. No person except the 
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Part es concerned had a doubt but that the Indians had done it. When we 
were dischared these men divulged the secrete. In consequence of being 
exposed to so much danger it was determined to wait no longer for a supply 
of tools, but to set about building the fort immediately which we did on 
the same day. The fort was four square constructed with a double wall of 
logs and the space betweem filled up with dirt. Our army consisted of 
four incomplete companies and we had but a few tools but one company 
wrought at a time and each completed its wall in the day. In four days 

we found ourselves in a place of security sninreeeuseed by alarms. But 
we did not long enjoy our asylum before we found ourselves in distress for 
want of provisions. We had plenty of beef but we had no salt to season it 
with or bread to eat with it. This was counted hard living, so much so 
that it produced a mutiny. The men consulted together and dekesained 

to evacuate the fort and return home. Now shortly after the arrival at 
the Bluff the Colonel returned home to be present at the confinement of 
his lady and left the command to Major Wagson. When the intention of the 
men became known to the Major he had us eugaded and persuaded us to remair 
till a relief which was talked of arrive. This we refused to do. He ther 
proposed that if we would remain two days and the Colonel failed to come 
in that time he would consent and we would all march together. The time 
expired and the Colonel did not come, s we all left the fort and commenc: 
our journey homewards. During my absence Mr. Johnston sold his land on 
Buckhead and removed to Edisto in South Carolina. Consequently I was 

left destitute of money and of friends that were willing to afford me the 


least assistance. My share of the corn amounted to about 125 bushels 


which I put into a crib and left the settlement. I had purchased a pony 
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small value intending to improve it as I found myself able until I 
ild get in possesion of a horse that I could afford to ride back to 
-ginia. In view of the present situation I was at a eer to know what 
irse to take but I came to the conclusion that I would go to Augusta 

1 try to get into some Kind of business there, but not succeeding I 

it up to a little vitJage called Bedord, four miles above. Augusta, 

re I found a certain man named Paul Caldwell, a blacksmith, who was 
‘king at the trade in that place. To him I hired myself for a term 
four months. We boarded with a Mr. John Rodes. At the end of the 
"st month Caldwell proposed to me to work with him upon shares, which 
lad and as our board was high and our accommodations had we concluded 
build a shop with an apartment at the end of it and buy our provisions 
| cook ihom ourselves. We slept at the Widow Rodes, the mother of our 
e landlord. We had‘a liberal share of custom during the season for 
pping, but I became do tired of my mode of living and so disgusted 

h the filthiness cf my messmate that I determined to dissolve myself 
m him and seek other employment. Wishing to improve my education, 
oncluded to turn my attention to school teaching and made an effort 
that neighborhood but did not succeed in getting a school. Sometime 
ex I went to Bedford, William Powell came there and engaged to make 
rop with Joe Harvey, at whose house I had my washing done. In July 
lowing he became weary of this employment and determined to return 
Rocky Comfort from wnen he came. He expressed an opinion that I could 
a school in his mother's neighborhood and invited me to go with him. 


greed to do this, and soon made up a school of something like twenty 


Olars. This was my introduction into the family of the Martha Powell, 


Page 71 of 119 


ses io ose Ae Seat rk a = fot ge 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Dept. 
Robertson Family 


~14— 


a 


to whose second daughter, Sarah, I became subsequently united in 
marriage. The second school was composed principally of children 
whose parents had fled from the pruchase for fear of the Indians 

to the old settlements and got into vacant houses, wherever they 
could find them. Times had become peacable at the expiration of 
the quarter in consequence of which my school could not be continued. 
Being our of employment I went down to Rocky Creek and engaged in 
farming with William Edwards in the neighborhood of Waynesborough. 
He had three hands and we made some tobacco for market, which es 
sold 

blacksmith shop three months and boarded at Mr. Edward's. As the 
people were not willing to promise money for work I agreed to take 
bacon, which I*collected and sold in Augusta at four pence a pound. 
I then bartered mywjcorn for Rum and bought about ten pounds sterling 
worth of goods from a =. rchant in Waynestrrough at his suggestion on 
a credit and in April 1790 set out peddling and retailing in the 
new purchase and it was not long before I got through my stock in! 
trade and had but little to show for it. I now went to Big Creek 
on the Oconne and constracted to build a hewed log house for which 
I received a young horse. I commenced the work in August and com- 
pleted it about the first of January 1791. The horse I got from 
Dowdie, whose house I built, was not such a one as I wanted to ride 
back to Virginia and a short time before the house was finished I 
exchanged him for one that pleased me well and gave considerable 
boot but in the course of about twenty-four hours after I got him 


he was stolen from me and I never recovered him. I was now app- 


acently as far from being in condition to return to Virginia as at 
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any period of my residence in Georgia. The floor only was wanting 
to complete the house I was building and I had it to saw by hand or 
purchase, the latter of which I resolved on and went to a saw mill 
some twenty miles above Dowdic's and contracted for the planks, for 
which I agreed to pay corn and I paid for the corn by making shoes 
in the neighborhood of the mill and hired a man to haul it to the 
place. Having finished my job for Dowdie I had to look out again 
for employment. The Waynesborough debt was still hanging over me 
and White, the merchant to whom it was due had been to see me on the 
subject. As the payment of it in money appeared to be out of the 
question’ he agreed to take butter in payment. Now Henry Braseal 
living near Sandersville, then called the White Pond had a sét of 
@ blacksmith tools though he knew not how to use them. I went to him 
and rented them, boarded with him and followed the business till 
about the first of June. The range was good, and milk was plentiful 
and I agreed to take butter for my labor. At the end of the term 
of work I collected my butter, borrowed a cask and carried tt to 
Wayneeboroudn and paid my debt. 

When my horse was stolen from me as above mentioned, I had an old 
horse left of but little value. By paying the difference I ex- 
changed him £ r one that I thought I could start to Virginia on. 

But I was destitute of money to bear my expenses nor was this the most 
formidable oh .tacle in the way of my going at that time. During 

the time of my boarding at Mrs. Powell's in 1788 I began to feel 

an attachment for her daughter, Sarah, an attachment which gradually 


increased from that to the day of her death. Not withstanding, from 
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a fancied disparity of families it was a long time before I could 
obtain my own consent to marry her. But at length finding it 
impossible to set my affections on any other woman I became willing 
to mabey. Hee and now I found no little difficulty in gaining her 
consent. However, I succeeded and I could not reconcile it with my 
feelings to return to Virginia till after that union was consumated, 
which took place on the seventh day of July 1791. My mother in 

law gave me a small tract of land adjoining her own. It was un- 
improved and I commenced buiiding a house immediately and by hard 
and constant labor I completed it by the first of October and on 
the seventh day of that month I got under way to my native place, 
having been absent five years lacing a little less than two months. 
When I began in the world I possessed but 2 very small portion of 
even the necessaries of life. My wife's family was poor and able 
to do but very little for me. My parents though they were able 

_to afford me assistance, were five hundred miles off and the 
character of the times was unfavorable for a man in my situation to 
accumulate. When I went to Virginia as above indicated my parents 
gave me a tolerable good horse, a bed, a chest, a pot, some table 
furniture,etc. And as one of his neighbors was making preparations 
to move to Georgia and needed a horse to complete his team, I agreed 
with him to put in one of mine for the privilege of putting those 
articles in his wagon. In consequence of this arrangement I was 
absent from home more than eleven weeks. In the latter part of 


December I arrived at Mrs. Powell's and immediately got into my new 


house and commenced housekeeping. But I was destitute of provisions 
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»f every Kind and had no money to purchase with. The best alternative 
> could think of was to xent a set of blacksmith tools and follow 

chat business to support my family. Under the impression that my 

.and was too poor to justify an expectation of rainsing a family on | 
.t, I sold it after remaining on it two seasons and purchased a 

‘ract of land on Joe's Creek on the S.W.Side of Rocky Comfort. I 

iad not a prospect of much hard labor to perform for although there 
tas much hard labor to perform on the premises there was as much open 
and as I was able to cultivate. However, there was no house and 
most no fencing on it: At the time of removal I had not fully re- 
overed from a severe spell of the fever. But I set to work with a 
jood resolution, built me a cabin, made rails and fenced my plantation 
n due time. My land had been cultivated long enough to be nearly 
xhausted, but it had been resting several years so that i amply re- 
arded me for my labor the first year, but the following year proved 

o be a remarkably wet season marked by many unusually heavy rains 
hich carried off the soil. So it was ever after rendered unfit for 
ultivation. I had not lived many years on this place before it 

ecame obvious that there would be anecessity for me to provide a 
etter situation for farming. My family was fact increasing and there 
as but. a small portion of my land that was worth cultivation. Where- 
ore after remaining on it ten years I sold it and settled ona tract 
f land which I purchased from Ignatious Tew, as agent of his brother, 
illiam Tew, of New York, lying on Rocky Comfort a little below 


pton's Bridge. On this place there were no building of any kind and 


ut little cleared land and that was much worn. However, erroneously 
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believing that I was settled for life, I built me a good frame dwelling 
house with brick chimneys and all the necessary outhouses, raised 
orchards, cleared land and put my plantation into a state of excellent 
improvement. By the time I had accomplished these objects I became 
convinced of my mistake in suppdésing that I was settled for life. For 
though my land was reasonably productive, it was hard to clear and 
lying rolling. I wore out about as fast as I could clear it. Finding 
that necessity would compell me to move within a few years I concluded 
I could not do it too soon, for my own benefit. About this time the 
icaney claim to the land lying between the Oconee and the OcMulgee 
was extinguished by the General Government and was divided by the 
government of the State of Georgia into tracts of 2024's acres-to each 
head of a family by lot and though there was pak twelve or thirteen 
blanks to one prize, it proved to be a fortunate shower cand tract 

of land fell to my lot in Baldwin County on the water of Murder Creek. 
I found it te be about one half of an excellent quality and suffici- 
ently level, the other half was inferior in quality and quite rocky. 
There was no water on it although there was a good spring within a few 
tods of the line. The fertility of the landws a strong temptation to 
me to settle it. But when I came to compare the advantages with the 
disavantages I found that it had nothing to recommend it but the 
richness of the soil. On the other hand I considered that it was 
surrounded with a body of rich land divided into small tracts which 
would in a short time be settled up by a dense population, a large 
proportion of which would probably be slaves. It was inconvenient to 


Market and although the grass was then (in July) tall enough to wet 
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one's feet on horseback if the dew were on it, I know that in a short 
time there would be scarcely a spear of gra>s to be found in the country 
outside of the plantations. These considerations determine me to remain 
in the section of the country I then lived in and I sold my lot for 
$600.00 and bought a plantation a little higher up the creek, for which 
I gave $850.00 and sold the place I then lived on for $700.00 after 
residing on it seven years. By the last mentioned removal I was in 
possession of productive land which was level and lasting. But I like 
all other places it had its inconveniences. It was divided by the creek 
and nearly ali the land that was worth cultivation lay on the opposite 
side of the creek from my settlement. In consequence of this I had to 
be at the expense of keeping up a bridge. And occasionly in times of 
high water we could not corss the creek even with the help of a bridge.. 
Notwithstanding these wbjections, I think it probable that I should have 
cemained there if i had not been influenced by a desire to promote the 
interest of my family. The number of my children amounted to ten, the 
last two of whom were born here and I saw no prospect of them being 
yxovided with land in the State of Georgia. This consideration was the 
yccasion of some dissatisfaction of mind and produced an inclination to 
seek a country in which my family would be placed in better circumstances. 
i\ccordingly, in the winter of 1815 and 16 I made an excursion south as 
‘ar as the Alabama River in company with George and Stephen Grandverry 
ind William Albritton. The part of that river which we explored ex- 
:ended past Claiborne to Theophilus Powell's (my-brother-in-law) some 
listance, about twenty ox thirty miles down the river. After staying 


ome days at this place and exploring the Alabama cane breaks we set 
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out again and returned to Fort Claiborne from whence we took the Federal 
road and travelled east as far as the Burnt Corn Springs, where we left 
the road and travelled down that creek Aponte eight mates) where we ‘ 
crossed the creek and came to a cabin that was occupied by a Mrs. Herbert. 
Here we stopp2d for the night and the next morning we bore eastward till 
we cam to the ridge dividing the water of Burnt Co n from those of 

Murder Creek, where we found a large pond surrounded by some sightly 
looking land which has since become the sight of a village called Bell- 
ville. From this place we took an Indian trail aad pursued a north course 
till we came to a hollow of the right which we followed till we cam to 
some flat ground of the south branch of Murder Creek where we found ex- 
cellent land and all being satisfied with the discoveries we had made 
agreed to steer our course homeward. Returning to the little Indian path 
we had 1ett we took the north end of it about 11 o'clock and the next 

day about 10 o'clock ek we found ourselves in the Federal Road near 

the Beach Springs. From the time we left the road at Burnt Corn until 

we came into it again at this place we saw no human being except the 
Herberts, nor any sign of human labor. We reached home abcut the 10th 
day of January 1816. Having inbibed the spirit of emigration it continued 
with me and increased and finding that several of my particular friends 
in the neighborhood were under the influence of the same spirit, I made 
up my nind-te leave the State of Georgia after residing in it thirty- 

one years. In pursuance of the aforesaid resolution I made arrange- 
ments to remove and on the 12th day of November, ry ey I 

(married Martha Albritton) 


Aeaonnaned Georgef/Stephen, Seth and Moses Grandberry and their families 


and two young men, William Albritton and Allen Coward, and we began our 
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journey to the new State of Mississippi, which was organized and admitted 
into the Union the same year. We were delayed in starting much longer 
than we intended in consequence of the peculiar situation of some of the 
women of the company, which proved a great disadvantage to us. We 
undertook to bring our cattle with us, which also retarded our journey. 
But when we arrived at Barnett in the Creek Nation, we sold them for 
$11.00 per head to the Indians. After a tedious, uncomfortable journey 
of two months, including two weeks that our families stopped at the 
Chickasaha, we arvived at Leaf River. The design of stopping our families 
as above stated was that the heads of the families might go forward and 
select places for location. From there George, Stephen and Moses Grand- 
berry and myself advanced as far as Leaf River and Bowie and Okatomie 

was first Postma: 
and explored.a paxt of those rivers and George Grandberry/purchased a ( at 
quarter section with some improvements and the rest of us having eee 
‘mumbers for entry, we all returned to our families. Stephen Grandberry 
and William Albritton returned to St. Stephen's to enter the lands of 
which we had taken the numbers. “ut it was found that we had taken two 
quarters for me which had already been taken by someone else. Con- 
sequently when we arrived at the place of our desitnation I was destitute 
fox a location. I built a camp for my family on a quarter section which 
Stephen Grandberry nad entered on the east side of Leaf River where 
Christopher Chappel now resides, where I remained thirteen days. In the 
meantime I was engaged in exploring the country in search of a settlement 
on which I could venture to locate myself permanently. But as all the 


land in those parts that was worth entering and much that was not had been 


taken up no alternative was left but to take a section land. At length 
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heard of some lands on Bowie immediately above the fork entered by 
Jlison Moffet, which was for sale and W. Albritton and myself intended 
© go and look at them and if we liked to purchase them jointly. Upon 
. very limited view of the land I decided to venture and we bought 
hem. These were two quarter sections and a half quarter for which I 
aid $360 which was $160 more than the entrance. One quarter was sit- 
ated on the south side of Bowie which I left William Albritton take 
it the entrance and I kept the rest. My land proved of a superior 
juality a large proportion of it being fit for cultivation, but like all 
ther places it had its disadvantages to balance against its advantages. 
‘t was hemmed in on two sides by two small rivers where were frequently 
-mpassable without a bridge and it was very difficult to get a bridge to 
stand. The close.adjacent country was low and flat so that it was often 
iifficult getting any distance from the house without meeting wit 
vater. The range which in the fork was indifferent at first had become 
juite exhausted so that it had become necessary to sell off my cattle or 
to remove them., The latter couse [I ered. and after residing at 
this place nearly thistoen vears I sold it to Simeno Travis and removed 
to Station Creek in the northern part of the same county (Covington) 


a distance of about twenty miles. My land here compared with that which 


I had left of an inferior quality, but the situation of the country 
was dry, pleasant and healthy and the range good so that my stock did 


well and increased. The neighborhood in which I had located was laboring 


under serious inconveniences for want of a mill which induced me to 


undertake the erection of one, which I accomplished and for a while 


realized a moderate profit from it, but it was not long before other mills 
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egan to be built, which so divided the custom that mine became un- 
roductive. I also put a cotton gin in operation from which I received 
ome profit. But finding my force too weak to give proper attention to 
hese several branches of business and keep t7 my farm I resolved to 
stablish myself on Leaf River and attend exclusively to farming. For 
his purpose I purchased a tract cf land containing 175 acres from 
oshua Keys on the West side of the river wh re I now reside, two and 
ne half miles below Rdddock's Ferry. Thus I have given a brief and 
mperfect sketch of my course through life whith brings my narrative 
own to the eight-first year of my age. I have raised ten children out 
£ eleven that were born alive. The one that died being an untimely 
irth that did not live to see the light. 

Having in the foregoing sheets narrated the principal incidents 
f my life in a secular point of view I shall proceed to record the 
eading portions of ng. eneeueue experience and career. With regard 
o a religious education, I had none, being raised under the influence 
f£ parents who had not been Given a religious education. I was in- 
rdinately attached to the fashionable amusements of the day and of the 
ociety with which I was surrounded. The standard of morals was ex- 
eedingly low and like the rest of the society with which I mingled there 
as no fear of God before my eyes. Nevertheless, from the age of nine 
r ten years I had serious and tormenting fears when reflecting on 
eath and eternity. But these cannot be called the fear of God Bak 
ather the fear of punichment arising from a sende of quiet produced 


y the impression of the moral law upon the conscience of men in general. 


hese reflections have been, at times, so strong and powerful as to 
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cause me to wish that I had never been created or that I had been a 

brute or a bird that did not possess immortality. But these convictions 
were transient and not very frequent. Towards the close of the year 

1786 when I was in my 22nd year I left my native county and my father's 
house and came to the State of Georgia. My journey from Virginia to 
Georgia terminated in Burke County on the first day of January 1787. 

In December that same year I went to Bedfort, a village four miles from 
Augusta, at which place I remained till the following July. In the 
neighborhood of Bedford was a Baptist Church known by the name of Reds 
Creek under the care of Lovelace Savidge. To the meetings of this ween 
I occassionally went for no other purpose than to see and be seen. I 

had been accustomed to hear preaching both by Baptist and Methodists 

from my infancy but never discovered any difference between their doctrinz 
principals. All preaching was alike to me. But in one of my visits to 
this church it was so ordered that Jephthah Vining was present ona . 
visit to that church and for the first time in my life 1 heard the 
doctrine of election and so inconsistent and contradictory to every 
principle of reason dit it appear to me and so pernicious in its tendency 
that all the passions of my soul were excited and stirred up in oppositio: 
to it and I was exasperated to such a degree against the preacher that 

I felt prepared with a little encouragement to resort to violent means 
against the Baptist denomination in so much that I almost came to the 
resolution to never hear another Baptist preach. In july 1788 I left 
Bedford and went to Rocky Comfort and engaged in teaching school. I 
boarded with Mrs. Martha Powell, who was a member oe the Baptist Church 


at Providence. In the following October Silas Mercer had an appointment 
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to preach at that place. Through the persuasion of Mrs. Powell I was 
induced to go. I wasl also under the impression from his character 


that he was a man of too much sense to have adopted such abominable 
doctrines as I had heard Vining advance. But how greatly I was dis- 
spointed. He not only advanced the same sentiments but possessing talent 
superiox to those of Vining he was qualified to set them forth ina 
piainer and more striking point of view. Moreover every position he 
assumed was so effectively supported by scriptures, that in a great 
measure I was arrested and brought to pause. About this time I had an 
inclination to read the scriptures, especially the New Testament and had 
become sufficiently acquainted with them to know whether those passages 
which were quoted to prove any point of doctrine were correct or not. 

My prejudicies against the doctrine of election somewhat weakened but stil 
remained. About this time also the Methodists began to establish them- 
selves throughout the State and the preachers appointed to attend to. 
them were men of education, possessing popular talents and polished 
language. Benes I was at first much taken with them and attached to 
them Their doctrinal views also were perfectly congenial with my own. 
I had received the impression that God had a true church in the world 
and that there was but one true church, but in the midst of all this 

cry of “Lo here" and "Lo there" I was entirely at a loss to know which 
denomination had the best claim. My prejudices against the Baptists 
would not suffer me to admit that they had the shadow of claim. And by 
being much in company with the Methodists preachers I discovered things 
that diminished my confidence in them. In this state of suspense there- 


fore I remained until Novenber, when I went to Providence to hear Silas 


SEL Leb ee hei eas Cee 
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Mercer again. It is proper for me to here state that a difficulty 
existed in the church between two of the members, Charles Gates, one of 
the pastors, an elderly man of long standing and highly esteemed as a 
pious and useful member of the church had. dropped an expression which 
had hurt the feelings of the members in general. They had labored 

with him to bring him to conviction but without success. They resolved 
therefore to avail themselves of the assistance of Silas Mercer who 

had an appointment to preach at Providence on the first Sunday in Nov- 
ember. To this meeting I went as stated above and after preaching the 
church formed .in conference and the case was taken up. After the necessar 
explanation one of the members observed that Bro. Gates had hurt the 
feeling of the brethern and that he thought he ought to make some ac-— 
knowledgement. The old brogher was sitting on the deacons seat and after 
a short pause he rose up deliberately and answered that it appeared 

that the church “ould noe get along without an acknowledgemnt and he had 
none to make and seeing he was in their way he would get out of it or 
words to that effect. He took his hat from the table, made a bow and bid 
farewell to the church and walked out of the house. At the time I was 
standing by the door attentively observing everything that was said 

and done. I observed that the members of the church were much affected 
and many of them were in tears. I wondered at this and it created in 

my mind an inquiry what could be the cause. Why should they be so much 
concerned about the loss of so stubborn an old man. In the midst of 
their afflictions these two words of scripture "Love unfeigned" rolled 
through my mind with unusual force and power seemed to be repeated a 


number of times. The mystery was explained. I had a discovery of that 


Page 84 of 119 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Dept. 
Robertson Family 


love of which I had never before had the most distant idea and to me it 
proved contagious. Fortunately I felt my affection run out to that 
people and from that time I felt an anxious desire to become as they 
were and to have a name and a place among them. Previous to that ae 
I had never prayed. I began now to have impressions to pray in secret 
and become more frequent but from some cause for which I am not ble 

to account it was five or six months subsequent to the scene described 
above before I got on my knees in secret prayer. It is worthy of remark 
that from the time I got a view of divine love Be existing among 
Christians toward each other all my opposition and hostility to the 
doctrine of election vanished and I received it cordially together with 
all the leading doctrines of the gospel as held by the Baptists so far 
as I had become acquainted with them and this is I hope not merely as. 
a speculative point of view but with a hearty approbation of the SsOV- 
exreignty of God which Eanaeees to shine in them. Iwas now fully 
satisfied as to the question that had agitated my mind in relation to 
the true church. I had found it where I least expected--among the 
Baptists. After I had prayed in secret as above related I felt quite 
comfortable eee, Gees from trouble for about three days. But then it 
occurred to my mind that I was not converted and was therefore not a fit 
subject to be numbered with the people of God either in this worid nor 
in the eens to come. This thought somewhat alarmed me and set me to 
inquiring what I should do in order to get comverted. And the answer 
which my own judgment furnished me was I must pray oftener and more 
fervently. Such was my ignorance of the way of salvation that like the 


Jews of old I went about to establish my own righteousness, for I was 


totally ignorant of it. From the time that I had that important discovery 
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of the nature of Christian love I greatly delighted in hearing the 
gospel preached. I availed myself of every opportunity within my 

reach to hear the gospel preached by the Baptists. _ And this circum-— 
stance, owing to my ignorance of the true nature of conversion, I 
construed as very unfavorable to my case. I was under the impression 
that every person under conviction was in a constant state of deep 
disivecs arising from a sense of guilt and a tormenting fear of hell 
and the wrath of God. I had no idea that a person under conviction 
could love Gor or the gospel or the people of God and under this view 
of the subject I was continually a mystery to myself. That a great 
change had taken place in me I could not deny. I had lost my love of 
sin and had in a good degree forsaken the practice of it. I saw also 
a beauty in. holiness and I felt my affection drawn out toward every 
person I met with if.J had reason ‘to believe that they were the subjects 
of grace. But my idea of conviction, conversion and in general of the 
operations of the Holy Spirit were so different from what they really 
are that I could not regard myself as the subject of a work of grace. 
Nevertheless I did not relax my efforts to become a Christian but per- 
served in the use of every means that appeared likely to produce that 
much desired result. In that state of uncertainty, anxiety and 
struggling, I continued for six months after I began to pray in secret. 
By this time I had exhausted all my energies and had (as it would seem) 
come to the end of the law. I had done everything I could to obtain 
my object and it appeared to me that I was further from it than I was 
when I first set out. I was deprived of all hopes of obtaining it 


by anything that I could do and I saw no ground upon which I could hope 
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that the Lord would exercise mercy toward me. I viewed myself as a 
wretched lost and ruined sinner. The iSseloa now wasg What shall I 

do? There I think the Tempter was permitted to come and propose a 
parley. I seemed to have come to a point from which it was impossible 
for me to advance forward and it was suggested to me that I had better 
give myself no further trouble about it, but go back to the world and 
take my pleasure in sin as I formely had done, for it was all the 
pleasure I had any right to expect or ever enjoy. I looked at it but 

a single giance at my former habits and society was sufficient to decide 
me and the proposition was promptly rejected. For surely sin never 
appeared more odious to me at any stage of my life. The next pro- 
position was that as I did not desire to go back and it was impossible 
for me to go sit ‘still and content myself in the state I was in and 
neither try to go forward nor backward. This plan also was repeated, 
for it I sat still I was sure not tc obtain my object. At this juncture 
the case of the poor leprous man at the gate of Samaria mentioned in 

the book of Kings occured to me and I thought there was a great like-— 
ness between their case and mine. They reasoned that if they went back 
into the city they would die of famine and if they sat still in the gate 
they could but die. Upon these reflections I was set to form the re- 
solution that I weuld live as clear of sin as I possibly could and if it 
was my unhappy lot to be sent to hell {and I saw no other prospect) I 
would go there with as little sin as possible. And I determined to perfo: 
every duty that I understood to be such without expecting to merit any- 
thing by it and leave the event with God. Upon this I rose up (it was 


evening twilight) and went out to seek a place to pray in secret and 
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when I found a suitable place I got on my ‘*nees but feeling that I 

was not low enough I prostrated myself with my face to the earth and 
instead of praying I was absorbed in contemplation of the perfections 

of God. His. justice, holiness, truth and unchangableness were presented 
to my mind in a different light from that they ever had been before. 

And now I think it expedient to remark that notwithstanding I had heard 
the gospel preached regularly for nearly a year and had read much in . 
the New Testament, I was as ignorant of the way of salvation by Christ 
as if I had never heard His Name. Hence under the views that I had of 
God as just mentioned I could not comprehend how it was possible that He 
could save sinners consistent with His character. While exercised with 
these thoughts. these words broke into my mind, "Christ sitteth at the 
right hand of God making intercession." I then had a discovery of the 
satisfaction that Christ had made for sin by his death and that through 
that sacrifice God ee be just and unchangable in so doing. It seems 
as if I had lost sight of the object that becuse me to the place for 

it was not until I had the ideas just described that I thought of: praying. 
Immediately upon that view of Christ I began to pray to Him to intercede 
for me. So Limieed was my acquaintance with the devices of Satan at 
that stage of my ecperience and such was my ignorance of the character 
of Christ, that I yield to the suggestion that I was committing sin in 
praying ee Christ instead of God. So I arose and returned to the house. 
And now my distress of mind continued and were as pungent as it ever had 
been. But it was of a different character from what it had formerly 
been inasmuchas it was not attended with a sense of condemnation, but it 


arose from the total uncertainty I was in with respect to the nature of 


woh ha ee) lt 4 28 cae is tae 


Page 88 of 119 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Dept. 
Robertson Family 


the change that had taken place with me. I could not admit that the 
impression I had experienced was the work of the Holy Spirit. And in 
this state of suspense I continued for about two months. At length, to~ 
ward the close of the year 1790, I became confirmed or nearly so in my 
cpinion that no individual of the human family ane ever been ina 
situation similar to mine. About this time I got under the impression 
that if I could converse with some experienced Christian I might obtain 
some relief. And here I will recall a circumstance which I have ever 
regarded as a special dispensation of Providence in the manner in which 
I obtained relief and the manner in which it was brought about. I was 
living at that time in the house of Henry Brazeale near the place where 
Sandersville now stands, then known by the name of the White Pond, 
Washington County. In that neighborhood there was but two Baptist pro- 
fessors and nee were females. One of them was the wife of James Haynes, 
a man of the world. Mrs. Haynes seemed to be the individual that I had 
in my eye with whom I wished to converse. But I had but very slight 
acquaintance with Mr, Hay wee and had never been at his house. Under 
these circumstances I felt a backwardness in visiting his family without 
an introduction. But it was not long before the difficulty was removed. 
In January 1791, the Supreme Court held its session about three miles 
from Mr. Brazeales and having some business with a man that I expected 
to find there I rode to that place. On my arrival the first man I met 
was Mr. Haynes. After the usual salutations he wanted me to go and see 
him and without hesitation I promised to do so. It was about a mile to 
his house and a few evenings after I walked over and found him busy 


cleaning a shoat he had just killed. He asked me to walk into the house 
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and take a seat by the fire saying he would be in himself shortly. 
Accordingly, it was not long before he came in and after sitting a short 
time he retired to bed leaving me and his wife alone, for they had nei- 
ther child nor servant. I began soon to feel the disappointment for I 
felt a delicacy under the circumstances in entering into conversation 
with her. After sitting a little while mute, Mrs. Haynes prepared a 

bed on the floor before the fire and observed to me that wheneve I’ 

felt disposed to lle down there was a bed. As I walked out I discovered 
a little book on the shelf over the door which I took down and opemed 
and read the title. It was Grace Abounding to the Chief of Sinners. 

The title of the book made an unusual impression upon my feeling and I 
took it to the fire and read part of the preface. I was so much inter- 
ested that I applied to Mrs. Haynes for the loan of the book, which I 
obtained. So after reading the balance of the preface I put it into my 
pocket and went to bed. I arose early next morning and returned to my 
temporary residence and engaged in reading my book. And now, I must be 
aviewea to say that it became manifest that all those seemingly trifling 
incidents which are connected with this part of my experience were the 
results of an all wise and gracious providence, designed to deliver me 
from the long state of anxious suspense hhad been in and to enable me to 
recognize my character as a subject of grace. It so pleased the Lord as 
I hope to accompany my reading with divine light and the application of 
the Holy Spirit so that before I had read the book through I seemed to 
be changed into another man. The perplexity of the question of singu- 
larity was solved for I discovered so many points of my experience that 


corresponded with Bunyan's exercises that having no doubt but that he was 
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Christian I could not doubt that I was also a Christian. All the 
omises of the gospel that I understood to be such applied to my case 

d seemed as if they had been specially intended for my benefit and 

ese views.of my interest in the savior were accompanied with joy un- 
eakable and full of glory and I was inclined to think that surely the 
rd never had wreght with any sinner in so beautiful a way as he had 

th me. I had long had fellowship with the church but for want of 
llowship with myself had not united with it. But now every impediment 

s removed and I had not a doubt but that it was my provilege and inthe 
nth of March 1791, I was baptized by Rev. Thomas Mercer in Rocky 

mtfoxt and admitted as a member of the Baptist Church. I remained a 
mber until the year 1806, when the church at Fellowship was set off 

om it. I became a constituent member of that chruch. It iene my 
rpose to give a detailed statement of my temptations and conflicts 

a professor of religion. It is sufficient to say that my case 

rough life has been ~2.gh or it has appeared so to me. Many and 

ight have my doubts with reference to my gracious state insomuch that I 
ve been brought more than once to the very verge of despair. And 
though I was never called to account by the church for any of my 

aduct yet in a retrospect of my past life I have deserved it. I shall 
»ceed now to give a brief narrative of my cdl to the ministry, and some 
the peiediont incidents subsequently connected with it. In the winter 
1803-04 a partial religious excitement took place in my neighborhood. 
cistians were aroused and stimulated active to active exercise in 
cending religious duties. They set up a regular weekly evening prayer 


2ting from house to house. I also participated in the quickening soul 


rival with which that section of the Lord's vineyard was visited. 
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About this time a surprising change took place in me in relation to the 
exercise of my mind. The scriptures opened to me in a manner that was 
quite new to me. And I hope I may say with truth in the words of the 
evangelist,-"The Lord opened my understanding that I might understand 
the scriptures." I had hitherto considered my self so far from possessing 
naturally any gift that would qualify me for public speaking that it 
seemed to me that it was hardly possible for me to make a preacher... At 
any rate, I felt assured that the Lord never intended that I should be 

a preacher or he would have bestowed on me mepeee natural qualifications. 
I had never performed any public religious exercise except praying a 
few times at the prayer meetings. However, the beauties and glories that 
were unfolded’ to me in the oracles of God inspired me with a desire to 
discover to others what I saw myself that they might be partakers of the 
benefit. Hence when we assembled at the prayer meeting I usually took 
part in the services and my custom was to read a chapter or part of a 
chapter and give my views on what I had read. And it was not long before 
it came to my knowledge that my exercise was accepted and is some déaeec 
satisfying to the brethern and it began to be whispered among them that 
Io was going to make a preacher. The knowledge of these things awakened 
to me to a serious reflection on the course I had been pursuing and when 
I came to take a view of it according to the understanding I had of the 
nature Bi pe walninG I could make nothing else of it, for I considered 
exhorting the essence of preaching. This first allarmed me for I had 
associated mostly vith a class of preachers who represent a call to the 
ministry to be in the nature or a miracle. The impression this conver- 
sation on that subject made on my mind was that a man must have some 


supernatural manifestation ad the will of God, something like a revelation 
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m heaven to convince him that it was his duty to preach and moreover, 
t he must feel such a reluctance to it as almost prefer death to 
age in the work. I found myself totally desitute of.all these evi- r 
ces of call and was ignorant enough to conclude that I had never been 
lty of grievous crime in what I had already done. The result was that 
etermined not to open my mouth again in public until I obtained new 
dence that ! was called to preach the gospel. In accordance with this 
olution I enforced ehisnee on myself for a considerable time. I now 

about seeking the mind of the Lord by praying, fully resigned to 

bear or to go forward according to His will for I feit Keehans of that 
uctance which I had heard so much strees placed upon as a necessary 
dence but having a desire to be useful was willing to do anything 

Lord might see cause to call me to do. But I was restless and dis- 
isfied. Not daring to go forward and yet fearing I might be out of 
duty, nox could I get my revelation from heaven to decide my aoubeea? 
e. At length it occured to me that the scriptures contained all the, 
ormation that was necessary to instruction as to my duty I turned to 
m. After searching sometime I came to the passage in Peter which Sieie 

every man hath received the gift of salvation even minister one to 
ther as good stewards of the manifold grace of God." The explanation 
t I gave to this passage whether right or wrong was: If God bestows 
ift on any person it is not for that person's sake that he bestows 
but for the benefit of the church and if he witholds the gift he 

xauds the church out of her right. The question now to be decided 


whether the Lord had given me a gift or not. I thought a view of my 


t experience left no doubt on the subject. And now the third Sunday 
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-30- « 


. 


in May, 1804, we had a prayer meeting at Mr. Granberry's and I was there 
to take pakt and preach. At the coming conference on motion of Moses 
Granberry it was resolved that the young gift in thé church should be 
required Goer cade those gifts for the edification of the church and 
for the purpose the first Sunday in July was appointed. There were two 
other individuals who were exercising in public, namely Green Borden and 
Peter, a slave belonging to Joseph Price, neither of whom appeared at 

the appointed time. From motives of duty and a-desire to have the 
judgment of the church in my Blige attended and preached. When the 
serivces of the day were closed the male members of the church withdrew 
and after a short consultation sent for me and stated to me that they 
were satisfied with my gift and that I was at liberty to preach wherever 
my lot might be case without restriction. I remained in this church 

till 1806, when myself and a number of others were assembled io. foun 

the Fellowship Church. Elder Salu Willis, an old preacher late from 

N. C. was among the constituents of that church. He was a plain, zealous 
and upright man but it appears to have been the opinion of the church 
that his gift was not such as to qualify him for the pastorial office 
and therefore; they were not willing to call him to it and they felt a> 
delicacy in calling me over his head as I was a young preacher. ‘So 

ee prudently called us both jointly as co-pastors. In this situation 
we continued about a year. Elder Willis removed to Columbus County and 
became pastor of New Salem Church. I was then regarded as the sole 
pastor of Fellowship Church in which station I remained until 1817 when 
I was dismissed to move to the State of Mississippi. The church at 


Fellowship enjoyed a precious season of refreshing which continued for 


about two years during which time there was added by baptism, I think, 


sh 


seta eat 
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between seventy and eighty members. They ordained two preachers, raised 
up in this church, John Martin and George Cummings. The former had 
joined the church by letter of admission. The latter was a fruit of the . 
revival. It is not to be wondered at that amoung such a multitude of 
material that was brought in to build up the church there was to be 
found some "wood, hay and stubble", for after che Bevidet subsided a 
number who had professed to be the disciples of Christ went back and 
walked no more with us. Among the members one whose general information 
and influence in the church qualified him to be the most mischievous 
individual that I have ever had any acquaintance with. And this because 
he adopted and pursued in his violent opposition to the principle of 
contributions to the support of the gospel threatened fora time total, 
destruction of the church and as he had drawn away to his sentiments 
a majority of the church it precluded the possibility of ruling him by 
the disciplire of the church. Under these circumstances I felt it to be 
my duty to defend a sacred principle which was invaded and was in danger 
of being trodden under foot, aithough by so doing I incurred the un- 
charitable and unjust censure of some of the members of the church as 
being influenced by motives of self-interest. I shall now have reference 
to a few incidents which are connected with my ministry in Mississippi. 
Among the families that emigrated with me to this State there were 
ten members of the Baptist church who were white and one colored male 
and four white females. In the month of Octobet 1818 being joined by a 
few others who had settled in the same section of the country, we were 
constituted into a church with the assistance of Elder John A. Watts and 


John Jackson and adopted the name of Providence. Shortly after I 
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accepted the call of the church to become the pastor. I continued with 


them under that designation twelve years until I removed from Station 


ZTreek. I continued however,to attend that church as a supply until the - 


end of the year 1840, when I was disabled from labor by reason of 
affliction. The length of time that I ministered to the church at- 
Providence was twanty years, during which time I baptised on an average of 
about*one per annum. It is proper to say that this does not include 
those received at an arm of the church established at Leaf River, some 
fifteen miles above Providence. I shall give a brief statement of my 
labor with this important branch of Providence Church. In the year 1823, 
I received a call to preach at John Coulters in whose neighborhood the 
said branch was recently founded. In compliance Mata ee request of some 
of the settlers at that place I left an appointment 6 preach ata 

‘ 
school house where Jesse N.. Roberts was living. ces that the few 
Zaptists in the settlement and also the citizens generally were desirous 
of having the gospel preached among them, I was induced to set upa 
regular stated meeting ina secant house and they built a large place 
for worship and furnished with a puipit and seats and appropriated it 
to the use of the Baptists and Methodists jointly. The church also 
2stablished a branch here by granting to the few Baptists members that 
selonged to it the privilege of receiving candidates when I was present 
with them. We had two days meeting in each month but with little success. 


3y this time the population wa increased considerably but the coldness 


and indifference to the things that accompany salvation also increased 


ay the few members of the church. And so discouraging was the prospect 


that in the autumn of 1827, I formed the resolution to abandon my labor 
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at that place at the expiration of that year and bestow them where there 
was a better prospect of being usefui. But at the November meeting 
encouraging symptons appeared. The congregation was larger both days _ 
-and an unusual sense of seriousness and attention to the work of God 

was manifested. This brought me to a state of hesitation but I concluded 
that the next meeting which was the last in the geee would enable me to 
decide as to the propriety of withdrawing. Accordingly the next meeting 
afforded abundant proof that the Lord had begun to pour out His Spirit 
upon the inhabitants cf the vicinity and at each succeeding meeting the 


x 


interest increased throughout the winter. As yet no fruit appeared 
nor did there appear any until April meetirg when five persons were res 
ceived and baptized. Thence forward for two years with very few eee 
ceptions more or less were received at every meeting? At engen it 

‘was judged expedient to organize the church and the embers obtained 
letters of dismission for that purpose. In compliance with the un- 
aminous call of the church I consented to take the eae of ‘the Pastor 
and continued in that capacity till I was rendered incapable of minis- 
tering to the church by reasons of affliction. The church received the n 
name of Leaf River and for seven years grew and prospered and iyeeosea:: 


in numbers until it became at one time the largest church in the Leaf 


River Association. 
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bbs STATES “PENTENNIAL COMMISSION. 


ia alc REPORT. 


“This exhibit ds especially ‘noteworthy for the beauty and vartety 
of Lamily Bibles ae Lhe. B sec the Bibles ts 
admirably done. 

“The bindings of the Bibles are word with good taste, to meet 
the wants of customers 5 the prices of all beng extremely 
“reasonable,” or a 

. COPYRIGHTS SECURED. | 
Entered, according i Achol Congress, in the yeat 1872, in the Office of the Librarian of Congress, Washington, D.C. 


Entered, according to Act of Congress, in the year 1873. in the Office of the Librarian of Congress, Washington, D.C. 


Entered, according to Act of Congress, in the year 1873, in the Office of the Librarian of Congress, Washington, D. rom 
: - { 


Entered, according te Act of Congress, in the year 1875, in the Office of the Librarian of Congress, Washington, D.C, 


Entered, according to Act of Congress, in the year 1875, in the Office of the Librarian of Congress, Washington, D.C. 


Entered, according to Act of Congress, in the year 1875, in the Office of the Librarian of Congress, Washington, D.C. 


Entered, according to Act of Congress, in the year 1877, in the Office of the Librarian of Congress, Washington, D.C. 


Entered, according to Act of Congress, in the year 1881, in the Office of the Librarian of Congress, Wasuington, D.C. 


Entered, according to Act of Congress, in the year 1882, in the Office of the Librarian of Congress, Washington, D. C, 


Entered, acecrding to Act of Congress, in the year 1885, in the Office. of the Librarian of Congress, Washington, D.C. 


Entered, according to Act of Congress, in the year 1888, in the Office of the Librarian of Congress, Washington, D.C. 


Entered, according to Act of Congress, in the year 1890, in the-Office of the Librarian of Congress, Washington, D.C. 


THE FOLLOWING AWARDS WERE MADE FOR OUR ILLUSTRATED EDITIONS OF THE Hoy BIBLE: 


UNITED STATES CENTENNIAL EXPOSITION, September 27, 187¢.—First Premium awarded for ele- 
gantly-bound and illustrated. Family Bibles. 

SOUTHERN STATES EXPOSITION, NEW ORLEANS, LA., March 6, 1876.—Two Diplomas awarded 
for beautifully-illustrated and elegantly-bound Family Bibles. 

FRANKLIN INSTITUTE EXHIBITION, PHILADELPHIA, November 24, 1874.--Diploma awarded, and 

: Honorable Mention for elegantly-illustrated Family Bibles. 

CINCINNATI INDUSTRIAL EXHIBITION, cet 1874.—First Premium Silver Medal, for finely-illus- 
trated Family Bibles. 

AMERICAN INSTITUTE EXHIBITION, New York, “November, 1873.—Diploma awarded, and Honorable 


Mention for finely-illustrated Family Dibles. . 
WORLD’S INDUSTRIAL AND COTTON CENTENNIAL EXHIBITION, New Orleans, La., April 28, 


1885.—First Premium—a gold medal—awarded for ee and elegantly-bound Family 
Bibles and Photograph Albums. -. a ; 
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MISSISSIPPI REVOLUTIONARY SOLDIERS 251 


Miller Our Family Circle p 209 
Stafford Pioneer Rapides Families Chapter 11 


LITTLEPAGE ROBERTSON 


Affidavit of service dated 24 Sept. 1778 
Miss. Provincial Archives Vol. 8, pp 37-41 

Pressed into service by James Willing. He guarded the home 
of Oliver Pollock. 


NORVELL ROBERTSON 
[nn ee Se 


b. Buckingham Co. Va. 22 May 1765 
d. Covington Co. Miss. 16 Sept. 1855 
m. in Ga. 7 July 1791, Sarah Powell b. S. C. 7 Feb. 1771 
. d. 24 Oct. 1842 
dau of Benjamin & Martha (Denby) Powell 


Res. Buckingham Co.. Va. 


Service: He volunteered as a private soldier with the Va. Troops. 
He was discharged. after the surrender of Cornwallis. 


He moved from Va. to Warren or Burk Co. Ga. and then 
came on to Mississippi. 


CHILDREN: 


Jeffrey b. 7 Oct. 1792, m. Martha Roe 
Roe 
Judd 
George d. C. S.A. 
Matthew m. Sarah Robertson, his cousin 
Emily 
Rachel m. - - - Whitehead 
Allie m. - - - Whitehead 
Martha m. William Speed 


Matthew b. 30 May 1794, d. Ga. 1867 


Norvell, Jr., b. Warren Co. Ga. 14 Nov. 1796, d. 1 June 1878 
m. Lawrence Co. Miss. 17 Nov. 1835, Nancy Jane Cannon 
b. Hancock Co. Ga. 17 Aug. 1811, d. 17 Nov. 1905 
dau of Jesse Cannon q. v. 
Susan Amanda b. Lawrence Co. 15 Aug. 1836 
d. Covington Co. 8 Mar. 1891 
m. 28 Oct. 1852, Caleb Welch 
Gustavus Adolphus b. 30 Aug. 1937, d. C.S.A. 
Sarah Powell b. 6 Nov. 1839, d. 1917 unm. 
Norvell Jesse b. 8 Jan. 1842, d.C.S.A. 
Ann Jane b. 18 Sept. 1844 dy. 


Laura Frances b. 1 Oct. 1845, d. 1921 
m. Tom Beal of Monticello, Miss. 
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March/April 1989 


Kudzu, Page 14 


_ ON THE COVER: First Lady Julie Mabus 

_ and Sugar, who must be Mississippi's First 
s4 Dog, enjoy living in the Governor’s Man- 
= sion, and so have others. Turn to page 22 
be for Tales From the Mansion. 
? 


Cover photograph by Kay Holloway, JL 
© Studios, Inc. 


FEATURES 


ISSISSIPPI’S CLINGING VINE 

Bb honor of our sponsorship of a visit to Mississippi March 14 by “Kudzu” 
comic-strip author Doug Marlette, we present a colorful examination of the 
progressive plant by Lanny F. McKay, accompanied by vintage and contemporary 
photographs. 

20 __EASTER’S CHILD 
A family’s Easter gathering, shared with us by B, Sherrill, brings back memories of 
fresh spring mornings, new dresses, bright filled baskets, and colorful dyed eggs 
hiding in the grass. 

23 TALES FROM THE MANSION 
Rebecca Hood-Adams goes inside the Governor’s Mansion and comes out with some 
great stories worth sharing; Kay Holloway captures some of the tale spinners of 300 
East Capitol Street, 

30 SPECIAL TRAVEL SECTION 
A Tale of Two Pilgrimages .0:.........csessssesessseensererese 30 
Though very different, the Lawrence County Pioneer Pilgrimage and the famous 
Spring Pilgrimage in Natchez do much the same thing—re-create important 
chapters from our rich history. Robert and Sylvia Hubbard discover Monticello, and 
Don Allen takes a look at the people behind the Natchez Pilgrimage. 
MISSISSIPPI'S MOUNTAIN NEIGHBOR ......ssesecessereersseese 32 
Carolyn Thornton and Allan Nation take us on a tour of the Ozarks, highlighting 
some of the best attractions of Arkansas’s hill country. 


EUROPE BY EURAIL ..........ccccecesseccnsceneceessececesacousssanees 33 
The only way to see Europe is by rail, and Bern Keating outlines the best day trips on 
the continent. 

A PILGRIM’S PROGRESS. ......ccccecseecssccneceuscccaccasecesenseases 41 


Carah Lynn Billups gives us an overview of Mississippi’s Pilgrimages and also fills 
us in on tours and events in neighboring states. 

44 THE SAVING OF THE SANDHILL CRANE 
Sanna Fortson explores the efforts made in the behalf of the last remaining 
Mississippi Sandhill Cranes, illustrated by photographer Joe Lee. 


‘DEPARTMENTS _ 


LETTERS USIC 
From your mailbox to ours Clarksdale sings the blues 
7 FROM THE EDITOR 72 HERITAGE 
A memory of Pilgrimage The Dupree home in Bolton 
& PEOPLE 79 BOOKS 
The Mississippi Musher Larry Brown's first effort 
48 HOMES 84 BUSINESS 
A Holly Springs treasure Tupelo’s news 
33 FooD 89 CALENDAR 
Soup's on Things to do 
39 LOOKING BACK 91 SOUTHERN SCRAPBOOK 
% Mississippi’s Hot Springs Puggy Jay Jones and others 
63 ART 93 MISSISSIPPI MARKETER 
The Delta’s Sammy Britt Shop by mail 
96 ON BEING SOUTHERN 
The Panola Pilgrimage 
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103 Crestwood Drive 
Tullahoma, Tennessee 37388 
June 22, 1989 


Ben Strickland 
P.O. Box 5147 
Moss Point, MS 39563 


Dear Mr. Strickland: 


Thank you so much for sending the book by Jean Strickland and 
Patricia N. Edwards entitled “Church Records of Covington County, 
Mississippi - Presbyterian & Baptist.” The church minutes of the 
Ebenezer Baptist Church had many entries of my ancestors and it 
was a joy to get and read these records. 


On page 94 of this same book is a short biography of Norvil 
Robinson Calso sometimes Norvel Robertson? a Baptist minister who 
Kept a journal describing his work and travels. Do you Know if the 
contents of his journal were ever published and, if so, where I 
could find a copy of it? I believe, and would like to prove, that 
this Norvil Robinson is the same person that was appointed the 
administrator of the Estate of James Willis, deceased ca 1808, in 
Warren Co., GA on March 7, 1808. Any information you can give me 
that will help me locate the contents of Norvil Robinson’s journal 
will be most gratefully appreciated. 


Sincerely Yours, 


Walle K Ward. 


Walter H. Ward 
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“RODIGY SR) interactive mnersonal service O71 6492 ora? FY 


HOMNELTIFE 
TORIC ¢ GENEALOGY RESOURCES 


TIME: O7/16 9:24 AM i, (are 

lin, oa 
TOs PATRICIA EDWARDS  (CHCTSSE) a 
FROM: RICHARD TAYLOR  <(FUGTSSA) y, Ny cetthe Thee Ot Aeenec/ 


SUBJECT: MS-SQUTHEASTERN COS. 


Fat. Hie-I have vou Covinatan Co, book. It is het big hein. : 


But I could use some helo on a couple of my Cavinaton 
lines. I descend from the Nicholas B&B. Roberson line, His fit —~ 
son Wilson C. married a Marv &. ??? Thev were married 


hefore 1ear7?, Are there anv marriage record that would shaw 
her maiden name?’ AS vou know, this Roberson is sometimes 
spelled Robertson. Their daughter. Barbara Jane married?> 
Griffith Lancaster Lott around 1904 in Covington. Griff 
Lott was born around 1879, but IT can’t find him in the 1880 
CENSUS » His mother maiden name was suppose to be 

jamsan. Earbara died in Mendenhall when my orandmoather 
was around 6 years old. Griff had a sister named Maggie 


that married a Farkman. There is a Mary Lott Listed with 

her parents Abner and Catherine Williamson in the 1880 Cov. &¢ 
census. She is listed with a dau. Maggie and two sons OO & 
Thomas and Milton, I think that this may be my line but I VI 
have no proat. If soa then they may have changed Milton’: SOS 
name to Griffith, or else Griffith was born after 1879.>> Se & 

I woauid appreciate any help that you could previde on the ane ¢ 
Rohearson/Lott/Williamson cannnec tion. eo 


Thanks, KR. Michael Tavior in Atlanta 
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JESSICA RAE ROBISON 
Daughter of William J: and Leatrice Y. 
Robison was 2 years old on September 
12, 1992. Grandparents are William and 
Nancy Robison of Moss Point; Billy and 
Anniece Yates of Hurley. 
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Staff Photo/Nency Jo Maples. 
MARCHING FOR A CAUSE -- Nursery school students, led by 
four-year-old Hawley Robertson, from First Baptist Church of 
Pascagoula line up for the recent March-of Dimes minI-walk at Singing 
River Mall. First Baptist was the top fund-raiser from among morethan = « 
a dozen participating groups. i : 
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Lady Ester Brushaber 


‘The best-tasting ball of Carnival °87 will ‘he 
hosted on Fat Tuesday, March 3, by the Krewe of 
PASC at the Paseagoula Senior "Citizens Center. 

*Theme of the ball, which will begin at 1:30 

pim., will be “Creole Bon Appetit!” and will be 
Tiled over by Queen PASC VI and King PASC VI. 

‘Narrator Jim LeBatard and Krewe Captain Vi 
Coco will direct the presentation of the court. 


Lady Willie Peart Robinson 


Krewe of PASC plans ball 


. Frye and Lady Annie Pettus, 


Lady Grace Frye 


Lady Margarette Leseur 


Krewe members. will eostume, guests are 
welcome to dress at their discretion. No ad: 
mission will be charged. Be, 

Gentlewomen of the court, wit will serve as 
maids to Her Majesty, are Lady Mable Bustin, 
Lady Ester Brushaber, Lady Willie Pearl 
Robinson, Lady Margarette Leseur, Lady Grace 
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“Tika Robertson belleveste 2 


her dog, Nemo, was 


Robertson to ask if she 
would keep a stray dog 


found playing in the. 


, duck pond at Singing: 
... River Hospital in. : 

_, Pascagoula. Robertson . 
reluctantly agreed to -, 


-.. watch the puppy for two! : 
... hours and has had him, ; 
» ever since, She named - » 


him Nemo for his love of 


» sent to her by God. Just - 

--.. weeks after losing her. ~~ 
black Labrador retriever, 
Duke, a friend called -. . 


Pascagoula Public Library 
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Racer ay ae ee 


has helped her through 
the grieving process and 


-loss of her dog, Duke... 
When she first got Nemo, _ 


she would give him a. 
test, such as taking him 


toa "festival, to see how. 
he would ‘Tespond. Nemo 


always passed her tests . 


making it hard for’... .. . 
_Robertson to turn him »» 

~ “away. After about a week 
_ things just fell into place 
~ and Nemo adjusted. 


quickly to his new 7 home. 


knows that having Nemo 


=a 
Paeitge | Hbatgbio tM earns Press 


Robertedtr says that dogs 
are like children to her 
and they each have their 
own personalities. She 
enjoys reading and being 
active in her church, 
First United Methodist 
Church in Pascagoula. 
She also enjoys spending 
time with her friends, 
Her greatest joy is 
spending time with her 
granddaughter. Robert- . 
son is a mother of two 
and has resided in 
Pascagoula for almost 405 
years. i ; 


oy Bualcy 
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OBITUARIES 


ROBERTSON 

Walter B. Robertson, 92, of 
Pascagoula, Miss. died Friday, 
March 19, 1999 in Pascagoula, 
Miss. He was born Aug. 10, 
1906, in Battle, Miss. and had 


Interment will follow in the 
Jackson County Memorial 
Park, Pascagoula, Miss. 


Arrangements by O’Bryant-! 


O'Keefe Funeral Home, Pasca- 
goula and Gautier, Miss, __ .... 


been a resident of Pascagoula ~~ 


since 1938. He was a Marine ? 
Corps veteran from 1930 to | 
1933, serving in China. He was , 
a Navy veteran from 1943 to ! 
1945 serving in Washington, ; 
D.C. in the area of Military In- § 
telligence. He was a member of : 

First United Methodist Church 
in Pascagoula, Miss., a member 
of BPOE Elks Lodge #1120 in! 

Pascagoula, Miss., a charter? 
member of Entre Nous in Pas-{ 
cagoula, a former Mason, and : 
owner of Robertson's Hardware : 
in Pascagoula, Miss. from 1938 | 
to 1975. 

He was preceded in death by * 
his wife, Helen Barkley Robert- 
son; father, William Leslie ¢ 
Robertson, Sr.; mother, Ezell ;. 
Douglas Robertson; step-moth- 5 
er, Erett Douglas Robertson; i 
son, Walter Douglas Robertson; ! 
granddaughter, Laura Lee " 
Robertson; great-granddaugh- 
ter, Alison Busche; brothers 
‘and sisters, Audell Robertson 
Lucas, Roy Robertson, William 
Leslie Robertson, Jr., Dudley ; 
Robertson, Sue Betty Robert- | 
son Clegg, and Robbie Robert- 
son Yeates. 

Survivors include his daugh- 
ter, Betty Jo (Henry) Tillman; ; 
son, Kenneth B. (Fay) Robert- | 
son of Pascagoula, Miss.; | 
granddaughters,. Kimberly Ann | 
Tillman (Greg) Busche of Hat- 

- tiesburg, Miss., Leslie Fay Rob- : 
ertson (Paul) "Heard of Gulf- ! 
port, Miss., Robyn , Tillman 
(Chris) Freeman, Debbie Jo ! 
Tillman; sister Helen Fleming 
of Pascagoula; brothers, Tom 
Robertson of Pascagoula, Miss. 
and Bill Robertson of State . 

Line, Miss. 

Visitation was Sun., March 
21, 1999, from 6:00-8:00 p.m. 
at O’Bryant-O'Keefe - Funeral 
Home in Pascagoula, Miss. 

Funeral service is Mon., 
March 22, 1999 at 10 a.m. at 
O'Bryant-O'Keefe Funeral} 
Home in Pascagoula, Miss. 
with the Rev. John Ash and! 
the Rev. Earl Greenough offi- ° 
ciating. 


ee, 


ee. 
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TILLMAN = Y= 

Betty Jo (Robertson) Till- 

. man, 61, died Tuesday, Oct. 31, 
- 2000 in Pascagoula. 

She was born July 6, 1939 in 
Pascagoula, Miss., and was a life 
long resident of Pascagoula. She 
was a member of the First Unit- 
ed Methodist Church in 


Pascagoula. She was a member 


-of and past president of PEO, 
past president of Pascagoula 
_ Junior Auxiliary, and past pres- 
i ident of Pascagoula Civic Guild, 
‘past member of Singing River 
Hospital Auxiliary and a mem- 
ber of the B.P.0.E. Lodge ‘1120, 
i Ladies Auxiliary. 
| Mrs. Tillman was a graduate 
of University of Southern Mis- 
- sissippi, a member of Alpha Sig- 


ma Alpha Sorority, as well as. 


, other social and carnival organ- 
jizations. a 
She was preceded in death by 


‘i her mother, Helen Barkley- 


Robertson; father, Walter Burke 
Robertson; brother, Walter Dou- 
glas Robertson; father-in-law, 
Henry Richard Tillman; and 
* granddaughter, Alison Busche. 

Survivors include her hus- 
band, Henry L. Tillman; mother- 
in-law, Marie Tillman; daugh- 
ters, Kimberly Anne Busche and 
son-in-law, Greg, Debra Jo Till- 
man, Robyn Annette Freeman 
and son-in-law, Chris; grandsons, 
Daniel Clayton (Danny) Smith, 
Walter Henry (Jake) Freeman; 
granddaughters, Dara Michelle 
Smith, Britney Helen-Marie 
Poole, Alessandra Gabrielle 
Busche, Morgan Lissa Landry, 
Sophia Madison Freeman; broth- 
er, Kenneth B. Robertson and 
wife Faye; sister-in-law, Norma 
Jean Tillman Beavers and hus- 
band, G. W.; brother-in-law, 
Harold E. Tillman; and numer- 
ous aunts, uncles, nieces, 
nephews, and devoted family 
friend., Mrs. L. C. (Lillian) Price. 

Visitation is Wednesday, Nov. 
1, 6 to 8 p.m. at O’Bryant- 
O'Keefe Funeral Home, 
Pascagoula. , 

Funeral service is Thursday, 
Nov. 2, 1 p.m., from O’Bryant- 
O'Keefe Funeral Home in 
Pascagoula. 

Pallbearers are Kimy 
Canarela, Buddy Ehrlich, Jake 
Lindgren, Don Massengale, Dou- 
glas Smith, Jim Steadman, and 


—_— oo 


Winter. 
etreangements by Cham 
O'Keefe Funeral oie 
Pascagoula, : 
~www.legacy.com 


. 


“a 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Dept. 
Robertson Family 


a 


Page 118 of 119 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Dept. 
Robertson Family 


Also See: 

1. Kin Folks - A Genealogy & Biographical Record, 
Stuart, Haree etc. 

2. Robert Wilson 1750-1826 

3. Sevier Family History 
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